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FOREWORD 


The 6th National Party Congress, convened in 
December 1986, expressed the entire Vietnamese 
people's will for renewal. At the Congress Comrade 


Nguyen Van Linh was unanimously elected General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Com- 
munist Party of Vietnam. 

At present, the problem of prime importance for 
Vietnam, especially in the socio-economic field, is 
whether there will be effective renewal. Only 
renewal, first and foremost renewal of thinking, of 


organization and of personnel, followed by renewal 
of all Party and State activities, can the Vietnamese 
revolution make fast and steady steps forwards. 

As a veteran revolutionary invested with a new 
position involving heavy responsibilities, Comrade 
Nguyen Van Linh has written and spoken a great 
deal on the new spirit. He has frankly analysed 
the difficulties that the Vietnamese people are 
facing and expressed the great resolve of the entire 
Party and people of Vietnam to overcome them sc 
as to build socialism successfully. 

A number of his speeches and writings are col- 
lected in this book. 


June 1988 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES PUBLISHING HOUSF 
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NGUYEN VAN LINH 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
VIETNAM 


Comrade Nguyen Van Linh (or Nguyen Van Cuc 
by birth) ,whose family came from Hung Yen (now Hai 
Hung) province, was born on July 1, 1915 in Hanoi. 


In the years 1929-30 he joined the Students’ 
Union led by the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth 
Association, the forerunner of the Indochinese Com- 
munist Party. 


On May 1, 1930 he was arrested while he was 
distributing anti-French leaflets; so he was sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment and deported to Con 
Dao (Poulo Condor) Island. 


In 1936 thanks to the success of the Popular 
Front in France the French colonialist authorities 
were compelled to set him free. That year he was 
admitted into the Indochinese Communist Party and 
was sent to Hanoi and then to Haiphong to wage 
an agitation drive among working people. 


In 1939 he was sent to Saigon and there he was 
elected to the Municipal Party Committee. By the 
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end of 1939 he was dispatched to Central Vietnam 
to make contact with the remaining Party bases in 
various provinces to re-establish a regional Party 
Committee there. 


Early in 194%:yne was. arrestedyagain at Vinh and 
was: taken ta, Saigon, where, he « was sentenced. to 


tive pare. impnsopipe #0, emt 0 Cn Dap fos 
the second tim 

After the success of ‘the 1945 August Revolution 
he was dispatched to western provinces to carry 
out revolutionary activities and later directly led 
the resistance right in the heart of Saigon- Cholon 
region. as Secretary of the Municipal , Party Com- 
mittee, and then Secretary of the Special . Zone 
Party Committee. 


, In 1947 he was elected to the Regional Party Com- 
mittee of South Vietnam, from 1949 he joined its 
Standing Committee and between 1957 and 1960 
he was Acting Secretary of the Regional Party 
Committee of South Vietnam. 


“At the 3rd Party Congress (1960) he was elected 
to the Party Central Committee and was chosen as 
Deputy-Secretary then Secretary of the Party’s 
Central Office of South Vietnam. After the com- 
plete liberation of South Vietnam he became 
Secretary of the Ho Chi Minh City Party Com- 
mittee. cane! Se 
“At the 4th Party Congress (December 1976) he 
was re-elected member of the Central Committee, 
which, in its turn, elected him a Politburo member 
and a member of the Secretariat. He ‘successively 


held the posts of head of the Party Central Com- 
mittee’s Commission for Socialist Transformation, 
head of its Commission for Mass Agitation and Na- 
tional United Front, and President of the Federation 
of. Trade. Unions. By the end ,of 1981, he became 
Secretary of the Ho Chi Minh City Party Com- 
mittee again. © 

At the 5th Party Congress (March 1982) he was 
re-elected to the Party Central Committee. In June 
1985 at its 8th plenum he was elected to the Polit- 
buro of the Party Central Committee. In: June 1986 
he was elected to the Secretariat of the Party 
Central Committee as its Standing member. 

At the 6th Congress (December 1986) he was re- 
elected to the Party Central Committee and then 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of ii 
Communist Party of Vietnam. 


‘CLOSING SPEECH AT THE 6TH NATIONAL 
CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
VIETNAM ' 


Comrades members of the Presidium, 
Distinguished guests, 
Comrades delegates, 


After several days of diligent and active work 
with a high sense of responsibility to the Party and 
people, today the 6th Congress of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam has come to fruition. 


The congress has reached unanimity on the view- 
points and guidelines expressed in the Political 
Report and other documents presented by the 
Party Central Committee and has unanimously 
adopted a resolution of paramount importance on 
major policies with a view to improving the condi- 
tions, leading the country over difficulties and trials 
and advancing steadily. 


The delegates from all the corners of the country 
and from all walks of life in Party organization and 
State bodies have come to the Congress with their 


1. Delivered on 18 December 1986 
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heart and mind to make a strong renovation in our 
Party’s leadership work. The unanimity on the judi- 
cious decisions at the Congress enables us to happily 
affirm that our Congress has come up tc our Party's 
and people’s expectations. 


The congress has elected its Central "Commit- 
tee which manifests the characters of continuity 
and inheritance, and is prepared to materialize the 
determination to renovate the Party’s leadership 
work, in accordance with the reality of our revolu- 
tion at present. 


...Fully aware of the heavy responsibility en- 
‘rusted by the Congress, on behalf of the newly- 
elected members of the Central Committee, we 
promise to unite and join our efforts with the 
entire Party and people successfully carry out 
the Congress resolutions. 


Dear comrades, 


From the rostrum of this Congress, the voices full 
uf warm feelings of our brothers and friends in 
the world have resounded across our country. The 
delegates of fraternal parties have . brought to 
our communists and people the unshakeable friend- 
ship, confidence and strong support of the 
great Soviet Union — the bulwark of world peace 
and revolution—of the fraternal neighbouring 
peoples of Laos and Kampuchea, of other countries 
in the socialist community, of the international 
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communist ‘and ‘workers’  Sni6veiments and of many 
other ‘frietids ‘in’ the’ wdrid. “ASO | at this Congress, 
we would tike ‘to express” t Oneeagain the heartfelt 
gratitude, warm feelings’ ‘ari dnd’ Militant solidarity of 
our Party and people swial fthe” fraternal parties 
and .peoples;sand:); friends, ali: nen the five 
spaisinenit to 2aistoagade _ arti 3 


The’ ett! Party’ "Cotiiréss " marks a turning- 
point of ‘momentous ‘Significance in the process _ of 
inheriting. “and renovating ‘the Party’ s “leadership 
politically, ideologically and organizationally. The 
success’ of this Congress will be a new source of 
strength and an extremely important basis to further 
enhance solidarity and unity within our Party and 
our people as a whole. However, the road ahead of 
us is still beset with difficulties and trials which our 
Party and people must make great efforts to 
overcome. 


In the spirit of unity and renewal of the Congress, 
we are determined to devote all our might and 
main to carry out successfully the objectives set by 
the Congress, namely stabilizing the socio-economic 
situation in all fields, and continuing to lay the 
premises for the socialist industrialization of our 
country. 


Looking to the year 1990, which will be marked 
by the 60th anniversary of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam, the 45th National Day of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, and the centenary of the 
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late President Ho Chi Minh’s birthday, we are 
resolved to live up to the wish expressed in the 
sacred Testament of our beloved Uncle Ho: 

“Our mountains, our rivers, our people will 
always be ; f : 

The US ‘invaders defeated, we will ‘rebuild: our 
land ten times: more beautiful.” 

No force whatsoever can hinder our advance. 

With this firm confidence, I beg to declare our 
6th National Party Congress closed. 


13 


THE 6TH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF VIETNAM — AN 
IMPORTANT STEP ‘TO RENEWAL ' 


After defeating the US aggressors, completing 
the liberation of the Homeland and achieving na- 
tional reunification, the Communist Party of Vietnam 
led the Vietnamese people into a new stage of the 
revolution: that of building socialism and defending 
the socialist Homeland. 

In this great endeavour, the 6th National Congress 
of the CPV was an important landmark. 


... The 6th Party Congress held that the past five 
years was a period full of trials for the Party and 
the people of Vietnam. The Vietnamese revolution 
took place in a domestic and international conjunc- 
ture marked by basic advantages but also with 
many difficulties and complexities. 


... The achievements recorded in the implemen- 
tation of our two strategic tasks, together with 
the strengthening of the solidarity and multiform 
cooperation with the Soviet Union, the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic. the People’s Republic of 


1. Article published in the review Problems of Peace and 
Socialism, May 1987, pp. 18-22. 
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Femyuches and other fraternal countries, and the 
development of the friendship and cooperation with 
national independent countries, with progressive 
and peace-loving forces in the world, all that has 
created new factors for the advance of the Viet- 
namese revolution. 

The 6th Party Congress clearly pointed out the 
necessity « to face the truth, to correctly evaluate 
the truth, and to tell the truth.” While confirming 
the achievements recorded, the Congress also point- 
ed out that the present socio-economic situation is 
facing acute difficulties: a slow increase of pro- 
duction; low effect of production and 
investment; great confusion in distribution 
and circulation of goods; slowness in reducing 
the big imbalances in economy, imbalances 
which in some respects have become more acute? 
sluggishness in strengthening the ‘socialist relations 
of production ; the working people’s life is stilt 
beset with numerous difficulties; negative effects 
have occurred in many places and especially in some 
others they are greatly serious. 

The Congress has made a straight forward ana- 
lysis of the serious and protracted shortcomings 
and mistakes in the Party’s leadership and the 
State’s management. They are mistakes in major 
undertakings and policies, in strategic guidance; 
and in organizing their implementation. The main 
trend of those mistakes, especially those in economic 
policies, is wishful thinking, voluntarism, sim- 
plistic way of thinking and acting, and hastiness. 
It is the tendency to slacken socio-economié 


management, not to carry out seriously the Party's 
lines and principles, not to firmly grasp and act upon 
the objective laws. of. development:.: They . are 
manifestations: of petty bourgeois thinking which 
is both “leftist” and “rightest”. These mistakes and 
shortcomings in economic and social fields . stem 
from shortcomings in the Party’s ideological, organi- 
gational.and cadre work. That is the ultimate cause, 

From the reality of the past years, the Congress 
has drawn important lessons. First, in all its activi- 
ties, the Party must be imbued with the thought of 
“taking the people as the roots’’ and must foster 
and give full play to the working people’s right to 
collective mastery. Second, the Party must con- 
‘stantly proceed from reality, observe and act upon 
objective laws. Third, the Party should know how 
to combine the forces of the nation with those of 
our time in the new conditions. Fourth, the Party 
must build itself up to the standard of a party in 
power leading the people to carry out the socialist 
revolution. 


Proceeding from an’ analysis of the domestic 
situation and the international conjuncture, the 6th 
Party Congress affirmed: The Vietnamese revolu- 
tion must go ahead with the two strategic tasks of 
successfully building socialism and firmly defending 
the socialist Homeland. The task of building socialism 
is put ahead. We must do our best to carry out the 
overall objective of the remaining years of the 
initial stage, namely to stabilize all aspects of the 
economic and social situation, and continue to build 
the premises necessary for the acceleration of. the 
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socialist industrialization in the following stage. 
This means that production must meet the needs 
of consumption and accumulation, and initially create 
@ rational economic structure for the development 
of production, build and perfeet in the first step 
the new production relations in accordance with 
the charggter and level of development of the 
productivmustrcesj» and to meet the needs of 
strengthenmg-national defence and security. 

To translate those tasks and objectives into reality, 
the Congress emphasized, it is of paramount import- 
ance to renovate the economic and sccial policies, 
so as to bring into full play the working people's 
role as masters of society and their zeal, bring 
about a seething mass movement to simultaneously 
carry out the three revolutions: revolution in pro- 
duction relations, scientific-technological revolution, 
and ideological-cultural revolution. 

The guiding thought of economic rlans and policies 
is to release all the existing productive capabilities, 
exploit all the rotentialities of our country and put 
into effect international assistance so as to vigorously 
develop ithe productive forces together with building 
and consolidating the socialist production relations. 

The 6th Party Congress set the main socio- 
economic tasks for 1986-90: 


1. To work out and organize the implementation 
of three major programmes: grain and food- 
stuffs, consumer goods, and export commodities. 

These programmes concretize the steps and con- 
fent of socialist industrialization in the initial stage 
of the period of transition to socialism. 


2— 1272 {? 


In those programmes, agriculture holds the fore- 
most position, being the basis for carrying out 
the other programmes. The building and develop- 
ment of heavy industry and the infrastructure are 
aimed first of. all at serving the three above- 
mentioned programmes. 


We estimate that by the end of the e dgitial stage 
of the period of transition to socialisiimat® imple- 
mentation of these three programmes: will bring 
the following results: 

— Meeting society’s demand for food grain and 
for food reserve, and meeting in a stable way the 
demand for indispensable foodstuffs. The amount 
of food grain and foodstuffs actually consumed will 
be sufficient to generate labour force. 


— Meeting the feople’s demands for essential 
consumer goods. 

— Producing a number of main kinds of export 
goods, rapidly increasing the exrort turn-over to 
meet the major part of demands for import mate- 
rials, machinery, equipment and necessary goods. 


The three-terget programmes are the main con- 
tent of the 1986-S0 plan. It is estimated that about 
60 per cent of the state’s investment will be con- 
centrated on these programmes. We will strive to 
produce 22 or 23 million tonnes of grain by 1990, 
that is, during these five years, the average annual 
output will reach 20-20.5 million tonnes, 3-3.5 million 
tonnes more than in the previous five years. During 
the same period, the rate of average annual increase 
of consumer goods will be 13-15 per cent. The 
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volume of exports is expected to increase by 70 
per cent compared with the previous ‘five years, 
with agricultural produces, processed farm produce, 
light industry and handicraft-and aquatic products, 
as the main goods. 

A balance must be established between the objecr 
tive, means and meihods of the three programmes, 
which must be carried out in a synchronous way 
with regard to the organization of production, the 
application of science and technology, and economic 
policies. : 

These programmes set the line for a rational 
streamlining of the national economy, first of all 
to rebuild the econcmic structure and to make a 
big readjustment of the accumulation structure so 
as to effectively exploit the workforce, land and 
material-technical infrastructure at our disposal. 


2. To constantly carry out the task of socialist 
transformation, 

In appropriate forms and steps, 
making the production relations tally with the level 
and character of the development of productive 
forces whose development is thus sped up. We 
should promote socialist economy in three respects 
— systems of ownership, of management and of dis- 
tribution— so as to make the State-run economic 
sectors bring into full play their major role and, 
together with the collective economy, hold their 
decisive rosition in the national. economy. With 
regard to the small commodity production economy 
and private capitalist economy (small capitalists) in 
some branches of production and servicing domains, 
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they are controlled according to the motto :* Use 
them for transformation, and transform them for 
better use”. 

We must encourage the household economy and 
organize individual workhands into various forms of 
collective sectors. Forms of economic sectors are 
widely unified on the basis of mutual benefit and 
equality before law. 


3. To renew the mechanism of economic manage- 
ment, 

We must resolutely abolish the bureaucratic 
centralized and state-subsidized management mechan- 
ism and synchronously establish the mechanism of 
planning on the basis of socialist economic cost- 
accounting and business transactions in comformity 
with the principle of democratic centralism. The 
new mechanism shall take planning as the core and 
make a judicious use of the commodity-money rela- 
tionship, manege mainly by economic methods com- 
_ bined with educational and administrative measures, 
delegate managing power to various levels on the 
principle of democratic centralism and establish 
order and discipline in all fields of economic activity. 
The managerial apparatus shall be perfected, and 
the organizing and cadre work renewed so as to 
ensure a lighter, stronger and more efficient man- 
agerial apparatus. The contingent of managers must 
be sufficiently qualified to meet the requirements 
of managing the new mechanicm. 

We have to make correct and full use of economic 
Jevers in planning and economic management on 
the basis of a harmonious combination between the 
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interests of society, of the collective and of the work- 
ing people. We should ensure the right to autonomy in 
production, business and finance of the grassroots 
economic units, the right to collective mastery of 
the labour collectives as well as the effectiveness of 
the unified and centralized management of the central 
bodies in problems of importance to our country, 
while ensuring the right of local levels to take the 
initiative in social and economic management in 
their. localities. 
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4. To bring into full play the driving force of 
science and technology. ; 


We should closely combine social and natural 
sciences and technologies, channel all scientific and 
technological activities into the implementation of 
socio-economic and national defence and security 
objectives, closely link science and technology with 
production and life. We should bring into full play 
the creative abilities of the contingent of scientific 
and technical workers while stepping up the mass 
movement to advance into the domain of science 
and technology. 


5.. We should expand and heighten the effec- 
tiveness of external economic relations, bring our 
country’s economy into wider and deeper participa- 
tion in the international division of labour, first 
and foremost by broadening the division of labour, 
and allround cooperation with the Soviet Union, 
Laos, Kampuchea and other countries in the cocial- 
ist community; and heightening the effectiveness 
of econcmic relations with the Comecon member 
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countries. We should widen economic relations with 
Third World countries, developed industrial coun- 
tries, international organizations and foreign private 
organizations, on the principles of equality and 
mutual benefit. 

In the whole area of external economic relations, 
export is considered the most important link where 
from import shall be increased to meet the essential 
needs of the national economy. 

The 6th Party Congress has clearly pointed out 
that economic policies must be in accordance with 
social policies which aim at bringing into full piay 
all human abilities and taking the task of serving 
the people as the highest goal of all activities. The 
human factor must be strongly promoted in the 
cause of building socialism and defending the 
Homeland. 

, One of the primary socio-economic tasks in the 
coming years is to provide jobs for the working 
people. At the same time, we should resolutely 
implement demographic planning so as to reduce 
the annual population growth rate from 2.3 per 
cent to 1.7 per cent by 1990. Social justice must 
be enforced, first by applying more and more widely 
the principle of distribution according to labour. We 
should build a style of life and work consistent 
with the law, ensure social security, rapidly restore 
order and discipline in all aspects of social life. 
As our economy is still meeting with numerous 
difficulties, our Party should constantly care for 
and satisfy the people’s needs in education, culture 
and arts, protect and improve their health and step 
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by step promulgate socialist secial insurance poli- 
cies. Great attention must be paid to the building 
of “New Culture” families and the correct imple- 
mentation of policies on classes and nationalities 
according to their importance in the Party’s social 
policies. 


In the implementation of the two strategic tasks 
of the Vietnamese revolution in the new period and 
the achievement of the socio-economic objectives 
in the initial stage, the CPV is aware that to bring 
into full play the people’s right to collective mastery 
is one of the most important driving forces. 


... The people’s right to collective mastery must 
be institutionalized by law and organization, on 
the condition that democracy goes in pair with 
discipline, that rights and interests go in pair with 
responsibilities and obligations. From the reality 
of promoting the people’s right to collective mastery, 
we can draw some conclusions that the principle of 
“letting the people know, discuss, work and control” 
must be a daily practice of the new society, which 
materializes the new system really controlled by 
the working people. 


The working people shall exercise their right 
to collective mastery through the State, which is 
organized by and for the people, is an instrument 
to materialize the socialist democratic system. Giving 
full play to socialist democracy and raising the ef- 
fectiveness of management by the State in conform- 
ity with law are in fact a single whole. We should 
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set up and put into effect a State management 
mechanism which reflects the working people’s right 
to collective mastery at all levels. 


... We should strengthen the State apparatus along 
the right line to make it fully capable of institu- 
tionalizing the Party’s lines and decisions into 
laws and special policies, reduce the intermediary 
links and avoid deep interference in the business 
and production activities of economic units. 


The working people’s right to collective mastery 
must be exercized through their organizations. The 
6th Party Congress has laid down the tasks tq 
strengthen and promote the role of the Fatherland 
Front and other mass organizations, first of all the 
Trade Unions, the Communist Youth Union, the 
Women’s Union, the Collective Peasants’ Union, 
etc. 


The 6th Party Congress has paid special attention 
to the building of the Party to really raise it to 
the level of a party in power with the heavy respon-. . 
sibility of leading the people to successfully imple- 
ment the two stratejic tasks. The Party must carry 
out a renewal in many respects : renewal of think- 
ing, first of all economic thinking, renewal of the 
style of leadership. 

... The Congress, also laid down the task of 
democratizing the cadre work, constantly evaluating, 
selecting and assigning tasks to cadres while training 
and fostering them through studies and practical 
activities so as to have a contingent of cadres suffi- 
ciently qualified morally and competent in leadership 
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and management. We should pay attention. to reju- 
venating the contingent of cadres and »reparing 
successors. asia) 


We should seriously observe democratic centzalism. 
in Party life, raising the quality of Party work, 
pushing ahead criticism end self-criticism, bringing 
into full play democracy, maintaining order and 
restoring discipline in the Party and State machin- 
ery, going deep into the realities of life and keeping 
close contacts with the masses. 


The Congress stressed that in thousht and deed 
we should resolutely fight against opportunisra im 
all forms, individualism, position-and _ interest- 
seeking, factionalism, «mbezzlement and the scramble 
for privileges and prerogatives. We must seriously 
criticize and deal severely with money-seeking 
thought and action, selfishness, violations of socialist. 
property and the people’s interests. 


The Congress also emphasized that the Party 
should take care to maintain unity among the Party's. 
leading bodies and enhance the cohesion of the 
entire Party. Based on the principle of Bolshevik 
criticism and self-criticism, this unity and oneness. 
of mind within the Party must be preserved as the 
apple of the eye. , 


The Congress entrusted the Party Central Coin- 
mittee with speeding up the elaboration of a Com- 
prehensive Proj;ramme for the whole socialist 


25 


revolution in the period of transition to socialism 
and this programme will be presented at the 7th 
Congress. 


In external relations, the 6th Party Congress set 
the task of combining the strength of our nation 
with that of the epoch for the national cause and 
internationalist obligations. We should struggie for 
the firm maintenance of peace in Indochina, play 
a part in preserving peace in Southeast Asia, the 
Asian-Pacific region and the rest of the world, 
fight against the imperialists’ policies of arms race 
and the danger of nuclear war, and take advantage 
of favourable international conditions for the cause 
of building socialism and defending the Homeiand. 


We, the. Communists and people of Vietnam, 
always consider the strengthening of solidarity and 
allround cooperation with the Soviet Union tke 
key-stone of our foreign policy. We express {full 
supfort for the domestic and foreign policies adopted 
by the 27th CPSU Congress and will develop the 
relations of friendship and cooperation with other 
fraternal socialist countries, making contributions 
to the strengthening and promoting of the influence 
of the socialist community. 


... The Communist Party and people of Vietnam 
are deeply conscious of the fact that developing 
and strengthening the special relationship between 
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, unity, mutual 
respect for independence and sovereignty, allround 
cooperation and mutual assistance in. national} con- 
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struction and defence, constitute a law governing 
the existence and development of all the three fra= 
ternal nations. Our Party plays an active role’ in 
strengthening the unity in the communists’ .and 
international workers’ movements on the basis of 
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism, 
promoting cooperation among fraternal parties in 
the struggle for peace, national independence, de- 
4mocracy and socialism. 


We wholeheartedly and constantly support the 
struggle movement for national liberation of all 
nations, against imperialism, colonialism and apar- 
theid. We fully approve the noble objectives of 
the Non-Aligned Movement and try our best to 
make a worthy contribution to the new step of de- 
velopment of the Movement. 


We express our strong support for the heroic 
struggle of the working class and people in devel- 
Oped capitalist countries against oppression and 
exploitation ky monopoly capitalism, for peace, 
democracy, employment and improvement of their 
living standard. 

We stand for peaceful co-existence among countries 
with different political and social systems, support 
the tireless efforts of the Soviet Union to eliminate 
nuclear weapons, establish a comprehensive system 
of international security in military, political, eco- 
nomic and social fields. 
>We highly appreciate and fully support the Seviet 
Union’s overall plan for peace in Asia and the 
Pacific as propounded by Comrade M.S. Gorbachev 
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at Vladivostok as well as the plan aimed at turning 
the Indian Ocean into a zone of peace as declared 
in the Indian-Soviet Joint Communiqué of November 
1986. 


The Vietnamese people will unceasingly try their 
best to develop the relations of friendship and 
cooperation among countries in Southeast Asia, 
establish relations of peaceful co-existence and 
build Southeast Asia into a zone of peace, stability 
and cooperation. 


In the spirit of equality and of ensuring each 
other’s independence and sovereignty and of mu- 
tual respect, the government and people of Vietnam 
are ready to negotiate with China at any time, 
any level and any place to solve the problems of 
relation between the two countries, normalize the 
relations and restore friendship between the two 
countries in the interests of the two peoples and 
of peace in Southeast Asia and the rest of the world. 


Loyal to Marxism-Leninism, imbued with the 
revolutionary thoughts and sentiments of the great 
President Ho Chi Minh, the Communist Party and 
the entire people of Vietnam continue to hoid high 
the banners of peace, national independence and 
socialism, closely combining genuine patriotism with 
proletarian internationalism and striving to fulfil 
our internationalist duties towards the people of 
the world. The Vietnamese communists are deter- 
mined to be worthy of their foremost position in this 
Glorious revolutionary cause. 
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With the lessons drawn from the socialist construc- 
tion and defence of the socialist Homeland over 
the past years, under the guidance and with the 
encouragement of the renewal spirit of the 6th 
Congress, our entire Party and people are engaged 
in a seething revolutionary movement aimed at 
gradually turning into reality the objectives set 
by the Party Congress. 


29 


RENOVATION OF THINKING AND WORK 
STYLE ' 


... AS you know, the 4th Congress of our Party set 
the political and economic line for the whole period 
of transition to socialism. That line, however, was 
not yet concretized to suit our immediate stage of 
development. At the 5th Congress, we began to 
concretize that line, making it more suitable to the 
characteristics of the initial stage. However, in actual 
leadership, we still acted according to old concepts, 
thus repeating old mistakes and shortcomings. There 
were erroneous concepts of the transitional period 
and its initial stage, the steps of national industrializ- 
ation, the structure of investments in capital cons- 
truction, the transformation of production relations, 
the mechanism of economic management, the circu- 
lation and distribution of goods, the implementation 
of the proletarian dictatorship and the promotion of 
the people’s right to mestery of society. These subjec- 
tive shortcomings further complicated our inherent 
difficulties. 


1. Address made at Nguyen Ai Quoc Higher Party School, 
6 May 1987. 
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We have so far obtained remarkable achievements. 
However, they are still far below our potentials and 
capabilities. Conservative and bureaucratic ways of 
thinking and working are among the major causes 
that led to stagnation and complications in production 
and circulation and distribution of goods which, in 
turn, created more difficulties to the reople’s life 
and increasing negative manifestations. This situation 
is unacceptable. It must be changed thoroughly with 
all strong measures in the fields of ideology, person- 
nel and work style. 

We must look squarely at the truth, end must 

admit that our subjective errors are serious and 
protracted. We must therefore have the courage to 
make strong and thorough-going self-criticism so as 
to achieve renovation. Otherwise, we will fall into 
a state of prolonged stegnation with real disasters —~ 
disasters not inherent in our system but stemming 
from our mistakes. 
*... Rapid and vigorous renovation is today a com= 
mon trend of our time. In socialist countries, renova- 
tion is taking place in a profound and comprehensive 
manner. It is a process of self-perfection aimed at 
manifesting the vitality and superiority of socialism 
over capitalism in all fields of peaceful emulation. 
The 27th Congress of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union identified renovation with renovations 
We not only cannot stay out of that process but, on 
the contrary have to contribute to it and, at the 
same time, grasp the renovations of our time. 

Only a correct and profound understanding can 
lead to correct and effective actions. Renovation in 
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life therefore must begin with renovation in thinking, 
that is, to enhance the ability to grasp objective laws 
of social develorment, think in line with those laws, 
apply those laws to the specific conditions of the 
country, create new iceas, and find effective 
measures. 


.. At present, renovation of thinking and work 
style must aim at feleasing existing production 
potentialities. Latent pot:ntials in terms of manpower, 
land, natural resources, machinery, equipment and 
capital, remain rather big in all areas of our control, 
at State-run and collective economic units, in other 
economic sectors and in our joint ventures at home 
and abroad, especially with the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries. We must vigorously renovate 
our old thinking and work style which have restrain- 
ed and hampered the development of production 
This means we have to quickly renew our managerial 
mechanism along with adopting a series of relevant 
policies. We all know that the bureaucratically cen- 
tralized State-subsidized mechanism has not yet been 
abolished. The new mechanism has not yet been 
uniformly established and many obsolete policies and 
regimes have not yet been changed. “We have only 
established the main orientation for the new me- 
chanism. As for its content, form, concrete steps, 
and methods, there remain many outstanding pro< 
blems which have not been appropriately tackled, 
both in theory and practice.” Those are problems 
which the renovation in thinking and work style 
must focus its strength. We cannot hastily try to 
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solve all problems at once. Neither can we reconcile 
ourselves to attitudes of conservatism or half- 
heartedness. . 

-~ We must move cautiously, step by step. But we 
also must be resolved and take the offensive, end 
be determined to co whatever we cen to change the 
managerial mechanism from that of State-subsidized 
bureaucratic centralism to that of socialist cost- 
accounting. That is really a profound revolution in 
the whole society as well as in every individual. 
Examples in life, though not yet universal, have 
Fointed to us new ways of thinking and working. 
Models of efficient production and business are 
emerging in increasing number, embodying aspects 
of universal laws and principles of strategic signific- 
ance to the whole country’s production and business. 
Along with the study of the experiences in building 
socialism of fraternal socialist countries, the lessons 
drawn from our studies of advanced models in the 
country will give us a profound and comprehensive 
understanding of the specific contents of our renova- 
tion work, so as to reach timely and definite conclu- 
sions to help our concrete works. Regrettably, this 
work has so far been progressing at an intolerably 
slow pace. 

- It is necessary to make theoretical preparations for 
renovation in all fields of social life. Theoretical 
discoveries must be the premises and basic condition, 
serving as the basis for renovation in practical activi- 
ties, since, as Lenin put it, without revolutionary 
theory, there is no revolutionary movement. With 
a correct theoretical basis, we can work out concrete 
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mechanisms for our management, make policies an@ 
take measures which suit and meet the requirements 
of life. And then through tests at pilot units in 
various branches and localities, we can select ele- 
ments which conform to laws and are accepted by 
life and apply them on a large seale. A new and 
correct thinkirg wil] take shape in life, institutionaliz 
ed by the State and translated into the masses’ daily 
activities which, in turn, feed theoretical activities 
with full and diversified vitality, adjusting their 
direction and bringing them to a new height. Only 
those theories which develop according to that strict 
procedure can attain’a promising future and correctly 
perform their social functions. And only by obeying 
that procedure can practical activities avoid emriri- 
cism, spontaneity, and be spared of going roundabout 
and high costs. 


“ I think that from now on, the making of major 
decisions of the Perty and State must go along that 
fine. Conscientious activities end mestery over social 
development have no other alternative. That line is 
vital to the renovation in thinking end work style. 
Along that line, we will carry out the major tasks 
set by the 6th Party Congress, including the three 
major economic progremmes, the renovation of the 
mechanism of economic manrgement, the streamlin- 
ing of goods circulaticn and distribution, and the 
working out of the cocio-economie strategy and the 
Progremme for the Transitional Period in our coun- 
try. All efforts to renovate thinking and work style 
that are not freed from wishful thinking, speculation 
and old medes of ectivity will end up in failure. 
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At present, almost no problem in’ any field can be 
solved without renovation of thinking and work 
style. As you all know; the Second Plenum of the 
Party Central Committee has adopted a resolution on 
“solving urgent problems of goods circulation and 
distribution”. The process of elaborating that resolu- 
tion was not smooth sailing for partisans of the old 
thinking and work style on one side, and advocates 
of the new thinking end work style on the other, 
Some comrades held that in any circumstances, pro- 
duction remains the root, and the crux of any solu- 
tion therefore <hould be direct praduction. Obviously, 
those comrades did not see the positive effects of 
circulation and distribution on production, and the 
fact that it is the “input” end “output” of production 
that are one of the mejor obstacles to productian at 
present. Moreover, other elements of distribution and 
circulation such as wages, bonuses .and profits are 
elso. intrinsic problems. of the production: process 
itself. We have to struggle to put an end to concepts 
and. prectices which tackle prices, wages and, money 
by purely professional calculations without, taking 
into consideration the very important problems of. 
mechanism, policy and organization. ‘The,new think- 
ing bases all solutions to the problems, of goods cir= 
culation and distribution on socialist; cost-accounting; 
considers planning as the, eentre.and operates. in 
accordance with the principle of: democratic central- 
ism. On the contrary, the old thinking has not yet 
completely broken with the mechanism of bureaucrat- 
ic) centralism based on State isubsidies. The! coming 


into being and prevalance of the new is thus a pro- 
cess in which conditions for the application of the 
new are ripening. Hastiness and the wish to skip 
necessary transitional steps are erroneous and bring 
harmful effects. Acknowledging the necessary steps 
of transition in the process of renovation is not a 
“middle-of-the-roed” epproach between two extre- 
mes. It is the only right approach conforming the 
law governing the emergence of the new. Such an 
acknowledgement, does not mean that we should 
take a passive attitude toward renovation and allow 
the process of renovation to drag on indefinitely. At 
the same time, we should not indulge in the simplistic 
concept that renovation can be achieved at a stroke 
and rapidly. We must fully see how hard and com- 
plex it is. On the other hand, life itself which is 
constantly moving, always makes new requirements, 
compelling us to change our old thinking and work 
style which are no longer suitable. We therefore 
must take the initiative, using all our strength to 
help create the necessary conditions so as to bring 
en early renovation to all fields of our social life. 
A correct method of thinking does not tolerate 
exaggeration, over-emphasis on one aspect of things 
and slighting of the other aspect, overlooking the 
fact that everything is the unification of two opposite 
aspects, such as planning and market, centralism and 
democracy, the central authorities and the localities, 
etc. In theory and practice in our country at present, 
however, discordant tunes are often heard concerning 
these problems. Some people in the name of the new 
thinking even deny the furdamental principles of 
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Marxism-Leninism. For instance, while blaming our 
present economic planning for being bureaucratically 
éentralized, inflexible and imposed from above — 
which is true — they propose to change that situation 
by applying uniformly end indiscriminately the 
principles of “letting all production bases decide 
which items they will produce, provided they are 
accepted on the market,” end “letting producers 
decide the prices of their own prcducts.” The problem 
then is different. Such a proposition would erase the 
principled demarcation line between capitalism and 
socialism, It would even cause socialism to shrink 
back compared with capitalism since in certain cases, 
a capitalist state does intervene with administrative 
and economic measures in the setting of wages, prices 
and markets of private producers. We should bear 
in mind that changing the methods of planning is 
not denying the planning itself. As Lenin pointed 
out, “The New Economic Policy does not change the 
State’s unified economic plan nor go beyond its 
limits, but it does change the measures for its imple- 
mentation.” ! Of course, under the socialist system 
producers are not ruled out from the pricing process. 
They are allowed to produce and market non-staple 
products according to demands. With regard to other 
products, State pricing authorities should widely and 
exhaustively consult producers, and avoid subjective 
and inconsiderate impositions. 


y- VI. Lenin, Selected works (in Vietnamese) Progress 
Publishing House, Moscow, 1979, vol. 54, p. 131. 
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We are fully aware that renovation is a particu- 
larly difficult affair. Judging the way of thinking 
and working alone, we can see that renovation is 
not at all an easy and quick work. The old thinking 
and work style have been prevailing for many years, 
deeply rooted in the minds of all people and organiza- 
tions like a chronic disease, in some respects, they 
have even been institutionalized. No wonder therefore 
that renovation of thinking and work style will run 
into the great inertia of old concepts, of the terrible 
conservative character of a work style, which have 
become an ingrained habit difficult to chenge, parti- 
cularly since they are associated with highly indivi- 
dualistic and self-seeking people. To fight victoriously 
against these old concepts, end work style, we need 
revolutionary courege, perseverance and science- 
based proceeding. We also need vigilance since the 
old exists right in each’ of us and is ept to revive in 
seemingly new forms. We must clearly see what 
needs renovating and what just needs cementing, 
upgrading. To talk of renovation of thinking does 
not at all means to deny the theoretical achievements 
end correct views of our Party and reject the univer- 
sal Jaws of socialist revolution. Instead we must con- 
tinue to upgrade and develop those achievements. 


All renovations depend, first of all, on renovation 
in ‘the personnel work. We have cadres of many 
generctions who have been trained in the long revolux 
tionary struggle. That fect provides us an extremely 
precious foundation and starting point. However, that 
alone. is/no longer sufficient. The present period of 
the revolution has rew demends, requiring us to 
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make basic end profound changes in the training 
and employment of our cadres. Experience has shown 
that cadres are the most decisive link to translate 
line and policies into realities. 

+. The 6th Party Congress affirmed that the basic 
criterion whereby to judge the cadres’ qualities and 
ebilities is the “effectiveness in the performance of 
folitical tasks.” 1 which, in the present conjuncture, 
include the renovation of thinking and work style 
so as to make them meet the need of releasing pro- 
ducticn capabilities, ensuring effective production and 
business, and arousing the people’s spirit of initiative 
and collective mastery of society.. Those, cadres who 
co not meet those requirements must be retrained 
or replaced. We must not base our personnel renova- 
tion only on the forms (ages, academic degrees, social 
beckground, etc.) but chiefly on the tasks to be fulfil- 
led rapidly and. effectively. 


The turrent renovation requires us, cadres, to study 
without let-up, study hard, very hard and by all 
means if we want to fulfil our tasks. Cedres who are 
lazy in study and in thinking, who work in a haphaz- 
ard way, relying only on old and out-dated experi- 
ences, can be of no use to our present renovation and 
even hamper and obstruct it. Experiences “in our 
country and elsewhere in the world have shown that 


1, Documents of the 6th National Congress of the Com- 
munist Party of Vietnam, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 
1987, p.. 132.7 
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those cadres who cannot catch up with ever higher 
standards can easily kecome skeptics or opposed to 
‘renovation. } 


The intellectual stendard, no matter how important 
‘it may be, is only one of the qualifications required 
of a cadre. Revolutionary quality is an extremely 
fundamental factor. Boundless loyalty to the ideal 
of communism and the working class; spirit of 
revolutionary offensive and tireless struggle to build 
socialism fruitfully; close attachment end dedication 
to the working people; respect for end fostering of 
the working people’s right to mastery of society; 
honesty, the spirit of daring to struggle and make 
self-criticism; a healthy way of life likely to set 
examples for other people... Without all these things, 
a cadre, no matter how highly educated he may be, 
would be of no use for the revolution. It should be 
noted that these qualities must be judged mainly 
through the results of the tasks assigned. 


It is unacceptable for us to have in our ranks cadres 
with high positions.and power who have become 
bureaucrats, who place their selfish interests above 
all, go after fame and profits, are hypocrites and 
opportunists, lie to their superiors and deceive their 
subordinates, oppress the people, end lead a luxurious 
life through illegal means. For a long time now, we 
have failed to deal with this problem in a serious 
and resolute manner. For the purity of the Party, 
the efficiency of the State machinery, and the peo- 
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ple’s right to mastery of society, we must sufficiently 
take timely end more effective steps of renovation 
to solve this problem. 


* We are now teckling extremely difficult tasks, 
which require a deep and precise insight into compiex 
matters of life. Such an insight depends, first of all, 
on our Party’s theoretical and ideological activities. 
There must be higher requirements toward middle- 
and high-renking cadres in raising their theoretical 
standard and their capacity for scientific thinking. 
A low theoretical standard will lead to empiricism 
and unsteady perception. It will prompt our cadres 
to use their own experiences which are either leftist- 
or rightist-oriented or which may go from one extre- 
me to another, and thus deprive cadres of the ability 
to distinguish the right and the wrong in performing 
a task. Some people stutbornly defend what has 
been proved wrong and inversely, reject what has 
been proved right. Why comes it that barely a few 
months after the 6th Party Congress a number of 
branches, localities and units invested as much as 
six or seven billion dong in extra-plan projects such 
as meeting halls, office premises, stadiums, and so 
on? We cannot tolerate the attitude of paying lip 
service to the Congress resolution while acting other- 
wise in the name of the so-called “self-procured 
capital”, Here, aside from other reasons, there is 
the question of low theoretical standard which pre- 
vented those comrades from understanding the essen- 
ce and the principled character of the ideas and poli- 
cies adopted at the national Party Congress, and it 
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has led to such hephazard and unprincipled acts as 
mentioned above. We should understand the ideas 
of the congress not merely through words but under- 
stand those ideas and their theoretical and practical 
bases in order to be able to apply them voluntarily, 
conscientiously and with a spirit of initiative and of 
daring to think and daring to do. Several months 
have passed since the congress yet not a few of our 
cadres are still waiting passively, not knowing how 
to develop the works it had laid down. Clearly the 
failure to fully understand the congress’s views is 
one of the main causes of this passive attitude. 


Dear comrades, 


A fundamental point of the renovation of thinking 
is the renovation of theoretical thinking. How do we, 
middle-and high-ranking cadres of the Party, think 
of our theoretical stendard and take care of the 
Party’s theoretical and ideological work? This also 
is a domain full of problems which require urgent, 
‘even the most urgent, renovation. Frankly speaking, 
our Party’s leadership in this field over the recent 
years has been fraught with shortcomings: We have 
not paid adequate attention to conducting research 
on big scientific projects, coordinating the efforts of 
research institutions of social and natural sciences 
and technology, and mobilizing research workers for 
the tuilding of Party lines end policies. Great 
research fotentials which can contribute useful 
opinions are still left out of the decision-making 
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process of the Party and State. In the coming period, 
we should take measures. to, correct. this, state, of 
things. 

With regard to our theoretical researchers, we 
Bhould admit that there are serious shortcomings in 
their work which must be quickly corrected if we 
want our theoretical research to become a leading 
force for the revolution. It is rather common that 
not a few of our theoretical institutions only base 
their ‘work on the theories and principles already 
expressed in books. Still too little has been done in 
etudying end raising problems of practical life. 

In fact, our researches tend to ‘overestimate strong 
points and achievements end underestimate-or over+ 
look mistakes and_errors. In many cases, we just-try 
to appeal to our people to uphold their confidence 
end.morality, without helping them to use reason. 
We have also just turned around daily and, more 
often trivial things, without opening our perspective 
to the whole country and the world so as to absorb 
the knowledge and wisdom of our time..The harmful 
effects of such a practice in our conduct of practical 
work are great end really dangerous to our revolu- 
fionary cause. The general inertia and conservatism 
in our country is due partly to those in our theoreti- 
cal and ideological work. ota 

... To help our theoretical standard meet the new 
requirements of revolution, each leading ocdre,. in 
whatever field he works, should strive to upgrade 
his ‘theoretical knowledge; considering ‘ita regular 
and urgent task.:,:It is impossible for us) to:unders- 
tand the new views in theParty’sinew policy ias well 
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as the new developments in the reality of our revolu- 
tion if we only content ourselves with old bahia 
knowledge. 


To make study fruitful, all cadres, particularly 
those in leading positions, should pay special atten; 
tion to building for themselves a science-based method 
of learning. Each should build for oneself a sense of 
creative study and for conscientious “digesting” of 
accumulated knowledge. Anyway, the final goal of 
theoretical studies is to build for oneself a methodo- 
logy so that, with basic theoretical knowledge, one 
can make objective analyses of the situation and 
work out correct policies... 


The higher our theoretical standard, the greater 
our capability for practical conduct should be. I 
should remind you that studying is a life-long affair. 
It is never sufficient to just study at school. Each 
cadre must have a plan and save time for study so 
as to continue to upgrade his standard, in line with 
the motto “study, study more, study for ever.” 
Comrades who have not been trained systematically 
must go through basic training, and then retraining. 
They must also do self-training through research and 
practical work... 


Dear comrades, j 


The Party schools and the various theoretical 
research organs have a very big role to play in the 
renovation of thinking and work style, of organiza- 
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tion and personnel. Any delay on this front will 
adversely affect the ideological work and the entire 
development of our society. 

I wish and I am confident that in the light of the 
Resolution of the 6th Party Congress, the aggregate 
force of the institutions on the ideological front, 
including the Nguyen Ai Quoc Higher Party School, 
will move forward rapidly so as to meet the new 
and higher requirements of the revolution at present 
and in the coming period. 


Thank you! 
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SOME PRESSING PROBLEMS ON THE 
DISTRIBUTION AND CIRCULATION OF GOODS * 


Dear comrades, 


After days of intensive work the 2nd plenum of 
the Party Central Committee (6th Congress) has 
achieved a remarkable success. I said “a remarkable 
success” in the very sense of the words. It is the 
assessment by the Political Bureau and the Pre- 
sidium as well as the general impression of all of 
us here. With regard to such a complicated and 
important problem as that of distribution and 
circulation of goods, especially when our approaches 
to it have been divided so far, we find it really 
encouraging to have reached unanimity not only 
on the standpoints and principles but also on the 
guidelines and important measures dealt with in 
the resolution of this plenum. 


The success of the plenum is due to the following 
main reasons: 


First of all, we are guided by the 6th Congress’s 
major standpoints cn mapping out the economic 


1. Closing speech delivered at the 2nd plenum of the 
Party Centra] Committee. 
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structure, transforming and making ‘use of ‘various. 
economic sectors, renovating the mechanism ‘of*eto= 
nomic management, renewing our viewpoints ‘om 
distribution and circulation, which lay the basis’ for 
our orientation to think and find out correct” solu= 
tions. 


Secondly, the shortcomings and mistakes in our 
tackling of prices, wages and money in the previou¥ 
years, especially at the end of 1985 have given ug 
bitter lessons. These past errors can bring about 
an active significance when we are able to draw 
from them appropriate conclusions, so as to avoid 
the ways to dire straits, and to pave new end clear 
ways for our steady advances. It should be added 
that on the macroscopic sphere of the nat-snat 
écononty, we have recently solved the problem of 
distribution and circulation not in conformity with 
the objective laws and our country’s specific condi- 
tions, and in a hasty and impetuous manner. How- 
éver, on the microscopic sphere, we have had ‘quite 
a few typical models which can ke multiplied and 
spread all over the country. This plenum of the 
Central Committee has paid to ‘a “considerable 
extent attention to the promising “young buds” that 
can be regarded as the factors that help us to find 
out practical solutions to the problem of distribu- 
tion and circulation. é 
''Thirdly, at this plenum’ we have*embarked ‘upon 
the renewal of our working way in line with the 
spirit of the 6th Congréss. First of all, we have 
observed ‘the principle of ‘democratie- centralism: 
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The decisive factor for the success of the plenum 
is that the Political Bureau has picked out the most 
suitable topic for our session. There were different 
opinions on this question before and right at the 
session. Scme said that the topic should be on the 
problem of production; others suggested choosing 
the urgent economic problem in general. In imple- 
mentation of the resolution of the 6th Party 
Congress and in the light of the real situation, the 
Political Bureau decided to choose the urgent prob- 
lems relating to the distribution and circulation 
-ef goods the topic of our session. This decision was 
approved by all the members of the Party Central 
Committee. In its draft programme sent to the mem- 
bers of the Party Central Committee, the Political 
Bureau had presented various projects and solu- 
tions to the most important questions to ask for 
the Central Committee’s opinions. These varied ap- 
proaches and views have initiated lively discussions 
and aroused our thinking for the optimum guide- 
line. Suggestions and ideas contributed by PCC 
members at this plenum are diversified, abundant, 
frank and motivated by a hish sense of responsib- 
ility. The Political Bureau and the Presidium showed 
a high respect for these suggestions which were 
gathered daily by the monitoring group of the ses- 
sion and communicated to all participants. 


The initial draft has been supplemented by many 
judicious and logical suggestions after intensive dis- 
cussions among the Political Bureau and the Presi- 
dium. The session adopted by unanimous vote the 
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resolution in cccordence with the principle of de- 
mecratic centralism. There has been absolutely no 
subjectism nor imposition. The decis:on of the Party 
Central Ccmmittee is the highest command that 
the entire Party has to act upon. I think that that 
is a new siyle which must be okserved and im- 
froved, I hcpe that this style will become a routine 
in the Party and acministration at all levels as well 
cs in the mass orgenizations, public offices, and 
collective units at all levels and services. 


Dear comrades, 


Our plenum hes decided on questicns of immedi- 
ate and long-term importance in the distribution 
and circulaticn of gocds. The impact of the deci- 
sions will not te limited to questicns of pure dis- 
tribution end circulation but also relate to the 
process of reproduction in general and particularly, 
direct froducticn, which is the most vital issue. As 
K. Merx put it: “Distributicn and circulation are 
the prerequisite and condition, and at the same 
time the result cf production.” Therefore when 
we have taken the first step in solving the problem 
of distrikuticn and circulaticn it means we have 
rcmoved the obstacles to the “input’ and “output” 
of production. 


In the field of distribution and circulation, we 
have not stopped at the settlement of such ques- 
tions as Cefinirg the quentity, the relaticns between 
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the’ price’ levels; price rates, wages, budget and’ 
money, but also paid due attention to solving very : 
important issues concerning the policies, mechanism’ 
and organization. Fr 


_Experience has shown that if these aspects are. 
neglected or underestimated, we will not be ab!e 
tq address the problem of distribution and circula- 
tion of gocds in its capacity as an efficient econcm:c 
Fever in producticn. The linchpin of all these po- 
licies is a correct handling of the different econ-miz 
interests in order to create a motive for production 
and business in agriculture, industry and trade, in 
the financial and monetery system. In a country of 
small-scdie agriculture like ours which was more- 
oyer devastated through prolonged wars and where- 
food remains a vital problem of the daily life, we 
must, as Lenin said, build a large-scale socialist 
industry starting from agriculture and peasants. We 
must have a correct policy to encourage the en-* 
thusiasm of peasents in production end strengthen 
the :worker-peascnt alliance in the new Situation. . 


The lowering of the rate of exchange between . 
fértilizer and rice, the stakilizaticn of agricultural 
taxes and of the ccntract quotas for a number of | 
years, the policy of equality, price parity and 
really mutual agrecment in the relations. with | 
peasants — aside from the mandatory tax contribu- 
tion — as presented in the Party resolution demon- 
strate the Leninist principled viewpoint mentioned. 
above. In ‘industry,. the interests of production 
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are reflected in the policy of making the whole- 
sale prices of the State-owned trading corpora- 
tions equal to the retail prices minus ccmmercial 
rebates, in the determination: to bring the real 
wages of workers erd public employees back to 
its level in September 1985, and in the full account- 
ing of wages in the production cost. The bank de- 
posits will have en appropriate interest rate. 


*. Besides, the State interest will be properly respect- 
ed. A new thing in the resolution is the recognition 
and the requirement of serious implementation of 
the principle that the emcunt of State materials and 
goods given to. peasants is tantamount to that -of 
agricultural produces delivered by peasants to the. 
State. Similarly, in industry we have to make a 
sufficient and accurate’ calculations of the “input” 
and “output” of prcducticn in a gradual prccess., 
In this situation, this is the best way to ensure the 
interests of the State and of the working people. 
The limit is that the “output” must not cause great 
upheavals and rocketing prices as at present. ‘The 
2nd plenum of the CPV Central Committee, with 
the contribution of all the participants, has found 
concrete econcmic meezsures to ensure the harmony 
of interests of all ‘sides. In fect, only on the ground 
of the common interests can those of each side be 
ensured. There are*the interests of the State in the 
ones of peasants and workers and vice versa. A mt 
on either side will harm both. 


. The policies and measures relating to the distri- 
bution and circulation of ecmmodities adopted by 
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the resolution of the 2rd plenvm are drep'y imbued 
with the Party’s ruideline cn the abolition of the 
system cf -ureavcratic centralism ba-ed cn State 
sutsidies end a fradual shift to socialist economie 
eccounting. This is en imperative demend of the 
economy in our country. Frcm the lively realities 
ef the past years we are ncw convinced there will 
Le no way to get out of the impesse so long as we 
continue with the outmoded mechanism end wey 
ef thinking which have rroved utterly irrelevant. 
The shift rerrecents the mcst importent foundation 
of the resolution we have just edopted. 


This shift is most manifest in the commodity- 
money relations: the State’s selling of agricultural 
tools to and buying of pacdy frcm peasants accord- 
ing to the principle of mutual agreement and price 
parity toth insice erd cutsice the eccncmic contrects, 
or its sale of materials to the industrial and small 
industrial and handicraft sectors at reasonab‘e 
prices; the removal of Larriers to the flow of com- 
modities ; the reduction of the fcvernment subsidies, 
the payment of saleries to werkers and _ public 
emplcyees mostly in cesh, end the gradual restora- 
tion of real salary; the shift to money trensaction 
in benking operaticns, etc. 


In fact the mere expansion of the flow of com- 
mod:ties and the removal of artificial barriers 
to this flow have hed tig end instent impacts in 
many localitics, especialiy in Ho Chi Minh City. 
According to the reports to the Perty Secretariat 
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the emount cf rice Celivered ty reascnts in the 
Mekong Delta rrevinecs to the eity hes risen to 
hundreds of tonnes a dzy, helpirg to bring down 
the price of one kilcgrem of rice ky more than 
five dong, cnd ceccrdingly to reduce the rice sold 
by the State at the State-owned fcod stcres. That 
is a direct effect of the free rice merket whose im- 
portant role in the regularization of the supply- 
cemend relations cennot be overlooked. Likewise, 
the prices of a number of other ccmmodities have 
also dropped, leading to a noticeable lessening of 
the shortage of many essential goods. 


It is evident that when our cconomic decisions 
cre consistent with the objective law of the com- 
modity-money relations, they will immediately 
arouse great potentials. 


The key to the question of cost-eccounting and 
business transaction is that we have to control the 
great source of wealth lent by the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries. If we still attach to the 
system of exchanging gcods cn the kasis of State- 
subsidy system as we have dcne so far, we cannot 
expect good results. This source must be on the one 
hand kept away frcm losses, and on the other, used 
on the basis of cost-accounting and business trans2c- 
tion in each production and business unit as well 
es on the whole of the national economy, with 
active amortization, thus reducing losses ccn7i- 
derably ard eventually the State dces not have 
to suksidize but gains profit. 


‘This is a resolute struggle not only on the ideolo- 
gical plane but also in the dcmain of concrete eco- 
nomic management, from plenning, mechanism and 
policy to machinery, staff and organization. All these 
levers must Le set in moticn vigorously and simul- 
taneously. At the organizational level in particular, 
we should quickly strezmline the supply-purchase 
system of materials and commodities along the line 
cf reducing the intermediary services and directly 
supplying goods to the consumers as soon as possible. 
At the same time, we must settle the question of 
redundant staff in the administrative sector, includ- 
ing the edminictrative sector within the productive 
sector through the packege allccation of wage funds 
and creatirg favoureble material conditions for the 
redundant staff to be re-assigned to jobs useful to 
society bcth in the productive end service industries, 
Moreover, we must early establish business orga- 
nizations based on independent accounting from the 
focd companies to the trading companies of the 
home end foreign trade ministries, the supply mi- 
nistry, the State kank end the transport and com- 
munications service. 


In that spirit and by concretizing it in each of 
our practical deeds, we cen certainly achieve four 
reductions: reduction of the rate of inflation, reduc- 
tion of the tempo of price hikes, reduction of the 
budget deficit, and reduction of difficulties in the 
life of wage-earners, the army, the police, the pen- 
sionér, and the workirg people in the urban areas 
in general. To achieve this okjective is the principal 
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‘conditicn to release the productive force, gradually 
weduce the imbalance in the commodity-money rela= 
tions, thus gradually stabilizing. the sccio-economic 
‘situation, and carrying into effect Lenin’s teaching 
that it was high time for the administration to put 
a quick end to the magician’s trick of issuing bank- 
-notes ad libitum for expenditure. 


Dear comrades, 


The fight for puttirg forward a resolution is dif- 
ficult, but the process of struggle for implementating 
it and translating it into the reality of life seems 
even more ‘difficult. It relates to the crganization 
for guiding its implementation. What is most decisive 
is that:.every member of the Party Central Com- 
mittee must think, speak and work in accordance 
with the resoluticn end with unity from high levels 
down to grassroots levels, from inside the Party 
to the kroad masses. It is our strength. We should 
make a rervasive explenation of the standpoints 
‘and content of this resolution among cadres, Party 
members and the people in general according to 
the watchword: “Let the people know, discuss, 
implement and control the policies’. This should 
-be applied to every job, especially to the field of 
distribution and circulaticn’ which proves to be 
complicated and difficult. Only by so doing can 
“the people believe in the Party, and the Party 
has confidence in the people,” thus creating a 
seethirg revolutionary movement emong the 
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masses. We should meke it quite clear for the 
people that the resoluticn of this p!enum marks 
en important step forward; however, it cannot 
change the whole situation cvernicht. There cre 
no miracies that can turn the situation from bad 
and difficult throughout so many years into gcod 
at cnce. We have to tackle it step ky step, advanc- 
ing io stabilize the situation in a couple of years. 
With the suppcrt of the pecple, cedres end Party 
members on the cne hand, ard a correct line on 
the other we cezn solve all problcms, no matier 
hcw difficult they are. 


We should realize that the implementation of 
the resolution of the 2nd plenum is not plain 
seiling at all. We heave to strucgle against conser- 
vaticem, sluggishness end reluctarce to renewal, 
while watching out for the will to do things hastily, 
{mpetuously without weiching the stcp to te taken. 
Another no less dangerous thing is such an extrem- 
ist attitude es making light of the planning 
character in the commodity-money relationsh'p; 
tending to the spcntaneous market end underrating 
the consolidation and strengthening of the organ- 
ized market; fixing prices at one’s will; neglect- 
ing the State’s role of guiding and _ controlling. 
Theoretically, no cne opposes the combination be- 
tween democrecy ard centralism, between the 
central government and Iccal authorities. But these 
aspects are in fact of'en found separable and even 
poles apart. To achieve a fruitful implementation 
of the resoluticn, we must maintain our strugg-e 
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acairst bureaucratic ecntralism, ccmpu'sicn aliena- 
ticn from the lively realities of the masses, forced 
and r’gid decisions. At the same time, we should 
criticize the erroneous tendencies of lai-sez-faire, 
lack of the sense of organization and discipline that 
may weaken the unified and centralized leadership. 

In our State, we shculd never acecpt the partial 
or pzrochial interests which are hermful to the 
national interests. At the seme time, we should 
avoid doing things detrimental to the accumulation 
capacity of localities in the name of the central 
government, thus paralysing their initiative and 
creativenes;:. As a result the common intere:ts of 
both the central government and local authorities 
become more and more aggravated. 


On the other hand, the struggle to implement 
the resolution of this plenum must necessarily te 
esscciated with the movement to purily the Party 
and the State apparatus and to fight the negative 
manifestations in social live. The Political Bureau 
will soon issue a resolution on this question. We 
need to ceal harshly with those who, in whatever 
positicn, fo ccunter to the Party’s resoluticn or be- 
come corrupt cr Cegenerate. We must duly punish 
eny speculaiors and smvgglers. All means of mass 
media such as newspapers and the radio and tele- 
vision must motivate the public to actively take 
part in this fight, concemn eny violations of the 
Party and State rolicies, ¢s well as all -Ereaches of 
law. The judiciary organs of the State must prosecute 
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_and -ring to court for trial in time all the perpetra- 
tors with a view to maintaining the State’s regu- 
‘laticns and laws. 

The supervisory organs of the people which re- 
present the people’s right to mastery must be very 
ective in detecting, denouncing end handling within 
the erea of their competence, all unlawful acts 
nd wrongdoings in the State apparatus and defend 
the people’s legitimate rights. 

After this plenum, the Party’s Secretariat and 
the Standing Committee of the Council of Ministers 
must quickly organize the implementation of the 
plenum’s resoluticn. In the spirit of concentrated 
guidance as in a military campaign we should closely 
follow the evolution and detect in time any devia- 
tions and mistakes, take neccessary complementary 
measures, end review their imp!ementation in each 
step. It is important that we should institutionalize 
the Party’ resolution, on the State plane, and turn 
them into concrete policies end regulations as soon 
‘as pcssible. 

As you all know, our plenum only dealt with 
some major guidelines. There are a lot of things to 
do so as to concretize these guidelines. The Political 
Bureau, the Secretariat and the Standing Committee 
of the Council of Ministers will guide the work to 
te Cone, especially the completion of the concrete 
measures. However, lcealities end branches should 
not wait until everything is decided by the central 
government to emkark upon the implementation of 
the resolution, but should base thcmselves on the 
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spirit of the resolution to do whatever they can, 
and report to and ask for in:tructions from their 
superiors any cases that are beycnd their power. 


Dear comrades, 


The objectives, orientation and main guidelines 
on: the pressing problems relating to distribution 
and circulation of goods have been decided on with 
full consensus at this plenum... With its great energy 
and determination and deep awareness of its res- 
ponsibility to the entire Party and people, the 
Party Central Committee will make every effort 
to put the resolution into effect, to gain successes 
Tight from the onset, thus bring:ng about confidente 
and encouragement cn the whole and meeting the 
people’s expectations. 

I would like to conclude my speech here and 


arnounce the closure of the 2nd plenum of the 
- Party Central Ccmmittee. 


RENOVATING ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT! 


..1t is imperative now to renovate the mechanism 
of econcmic management, the most important 
constituent part of the Party’s activity in economic 
leedership, which now covers four vast, inter-re- 
lated arees—1. The ccrduct of three major eco- 
nomic programmes, ie. the production of food, 
of consumer goods, and of goods for exports, 2. 
The conduct of sccialist trensformations, 3. The 
renovation of the mechanism of economic manage- 
ment, and 4. Renovaticn in organization and per- 
sonnel. 


Renovation of economic management, to be 
successful, must Le geared ccmpletely to the other 
tasks. 

What we kadly nced now is not only adequate 
material and technical bases for socialism and ba- 
lerced sources for production and welfare. We 
are also in great need of a suitable mechanism of 
cconcmiec management to run the entire national 
economy, each production unit, and each busines 


1. Excerpts from the address to the Third Plenary cf 
the Sixth Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Vietnzm, 20-28 August 1987. 
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in the most effcctive manner. The creation of a 
rew cconcmic managcment mechanism will be csscn- 
tial to a rational, effective utilization of existing 
matcrial and technical bascs which, in turn, will 
help tap new, balarced sources for the natiunal 
cecorcmy in service of the three major 2=conomic 
progremmes. 


«.The basic point in renovating econcmic mana- 
gcment is that it must ke carried out both at the 
€rassroots and regarding state management, 


Grassroots econcmic units are cells of the na- 
tional econcmy. Dey in day out, they help create 
material wealth for society. They provide for «he 
labouring people while contributing to local ond 
state funds. The kingpin of econcmic management 
renovation at there units must, therefore, ensure 
their autonomy which, <s a result, will closily 
relate rights to liabilities, interests to obligations, 
end will bring about great dynamism in production 
end business. 


On the other hand, all these units operate within 
a single rational cconcmy under the baton oi a 
single conductor — the state of proletarian dictv- 
tcrship. 


This is a contradiction end also a unity. ‘The 
peint is to find a cuiteble mechanism which can 
ensure coih cutoremy for the grzessrcots and cen- 
traliim for the naticnal economy as a whole. This 
is a great problem in the practice of socialist eco- 
ncemic management. This is also a very important 
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objective for renovation of econcmic management: 
in other socialist countrics and in our country ut: 
present. 


...From this engle, we can see that renovation 
of grassroots management is a starter for restruc-’ 
turing eccnomic management at higher levels of 
the State, and not vice versa. 


A number of the comrades hold that grassrosts 
economy ccmprises state-run industrial and agricul- 
tural units and collective units engaged in agricul-- 
ture, handicrafts and cottage industry. They aiso 
include the individual, capitalist, state-private and. 
femily sectors. 


.In principle, this view can be regarded es ration- 
al in a certain way, and a management mechanism. 
for .agricultural units must be instituted ‘mmedia- 
tely in service of Programme Number One, which: 
is the production of food, and of agricultural and: 
rural development 2s a whole. The point, however, 
is not whether or not these themes are pressing. 
The point is how far we are prepared. Indeed, we 
cannot expect, if we do not want to be too general, 
to errive at en overall plen.for all these forms of: 
grassroots ecoromy. Such a plan will require thor- 
ough study of the whole situation, of al the 
causes and. problems. Only on the basis of sch 
a study can correct, concrete steps ke taken to- 
move grassroots economic units ahead. Jt i3 no» 
easy job to evaluate all the problems that fice- 
egriculture and the countryside today, most parti-- 
cularly the systcm of end-product contracts signed: 
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directly with producers and the problem of how 
to perfect ccntract forms and post-contract munage- 
ment. The situation is no less complex in han- 
dicrafts and cottage industry. 

At this plenum we cen do no more than: deeling: 
with the grassroots form of the state sector and 
further exemining problems in the state-owncd. 
industry. This epprozch is pratical. -For many 
years now, a number of grassrcots industrial enter- 
prises have worked out methods that are quite novel,. 
cynamic and effective and that may provide us 
with a basis for complementing, perfecting and 
upgrading the new menagement mechanism. a 
“Other comrades maintain that we would scund 
too restrictive if we cnly mentioned the state sCutoR 
since it represents only a small portion of the five- 
scctor economy. They are right, but only iin form. 
If must be realized that the state-owned industrial 
end construction Cepartments constitute the most 
importent forces which control the country's cco- 
romic lifelines although they employ only a litle 
more than 1 million of the 30 million working. 
people in the whole country and account for ony 
35% of the GNP and 24% of the national incomes, 
There are also grassroots state-run’ units which’ 
engage in domestic and foreign trade, transport, 
services and other activities. That we have so many 
difficulties in our economy now is accounted for 
by the insufficiency of state-run units. Once the 
managerial mechanism is renovated, these units will 
become strong and will exert a beneficial effect on™ 
the entire economy. They will be the leading force 
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in the ccnduct of joint ventures, in binding the 
cifferent sectors together and in fecilitating the 
conduct of the three major economic programmes. 


So, this is a question of quality rather than of 
quantity. 


There is still another approach. A number of 
the comrades are of the view that before discussing 
in earnest the various forms of grassroots economy, 
we should explain common points for the new ma- 
nagerial mechanism which will show the main 
direction and serve as the foundation for ithe 
irstituticn of perticular mechanism. What can 
we say about that ? I think that as far as methods 
are ccncerred, the problem can be approached from 
two circctions. First, we shall begin with genereli- 
tices and procede to particulars. Second, we chail 
reverse the course. If we take the first course, I 
thirk we must have a fairly firm grasp of gener- 
alities. And to do this we must study the concretes 
and must be able to generalise them. 


Otherwise, our findings will be vague and cannot 
be of any use in practical guidance. Moreover au- 
toncmy in the state sector is not the same as aue 
tcnomy in the collective sector; it is even riore 
diffcrent from autoncmy in the private and capi- 
talist sectors. In point of fact, autonomy can he 
regarded ¢s ccmpletely irrelevant in ihe case of the 
two later sectors because, as a matter of [act, all 
mears of productions are cwned Ly the producers 
who zre elso responsible for crganization, manage- 
ment and cistrikution. A colcist has only himseli 
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to rely on. What the state can do for him is to 
take him in the right direction and have him under: 
control, through appropriate policies. 


It has been proved in both theory and practice 
that for nature and society to change qualitiv:-iy 
from one state to another, there must be necessary 
transitional periods. No change to a higher state 
is possible without ample material preparations. A 
task must always be conceived together with means 
necessary for its conduct. In many respécts, our 
country now still lacks the premises and conditions 
for a management system entirely new in quality, 
perfect, and uniform. The reasons: 

‘1. The economy is marked by serious imbalances, 

with a huge gap between supply and demand and 
without the normal conditions for reproduction, 
even simple reproduction. Social production has not 
been properly reorganized. Distribution and circu- 
lation is chaotic, inflation is still at a high rate, 
end efficiency in production and trade remains 
unpredictable. 

2. As yet, we have not been able to formulate 
a programme for socialist construction or a strategy 
for socio-economic development, and have laid gown 
only the general lines for a new economic #tructure, 
In this case, it is impossible to “place the plough 
in front of the buffalo”. We cannot work out and 
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carry into effect a regular strategy for qualitively 
new economic management without completing the 
other jobs. i 

3. The system of bureaucratic centralism and 
subsidization that governed all activities for many 
years and that can still be felt quite heavily, cannot 
be removed overnight. 

4. We are not ready yet, in organization, per- 
sonnel experience and knowledge, for thorough re- 
novation. 

So, what we need now is an economic management 
strategy that suits the present socio-economic situa- 
tion, a very unstable situation in which old forms. 
are still deeply rooted while new forms are iust 
beginning to take shape. In other words, what we 
have now is an economy in a transitional stage 
with a transitional management mechanism in which 
old and new forms exist side by side. This can be 
seen not only in the whole economy, but also at 
each stage, in each economic unit, and in each 
person engaged in economic activities. 

Even in the Soviet Union, a complete restructuring 
of the management mechanism is a long-term 
objective. Between now and then there must te a 
number of years for transitional steps to be effected 
in certain respects, like restructuring of pricing, of 
the trade in materials and equipment, and so om. 

What must be made clear is that such a transi- 
tion is necessary for further advance along the 
path of full socialist cost-accounting business, for 
overcoming bureaucratic centralism 2nd subsidization, 
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for broader autonomy in production and trade -at 
grassroots levels, for correct democratic ceatralism 
in a planned economy. How far this could be achieved 
depends on available subjective and objective con- 
ditions. Nothing new can happen as long as the 
general attitude remains one of wait and see. 
So, we must all pitch in to assist the birth of new 
things. It has been planned that a number of 
enterprises, first of all joint Vietnamese-Soviet 
enterprises and enterprises specializing in consumer 
goods whose material and technical supplies and 
outlets are relatively stable, will switch over to 
socialist cost-accounting at the beginning of 1988, 
In 1989, more will do that, and by 1990 the ncw 
management mechanism will have been instituted 
in the main in all economic units and all state appa- 
ratuses. For the time being, good implementation 
of the Resolution of the Second Plenum ov the 
Central Committee will help in an important way 
in renovating the overall mechanism of man- 
agement. ; 


With this realization we can say that it is im- 
possible to gear right away the whole economy 
full socialist cost-accounting. A number of grassroo‘s 
units may be able to correctly calculate production 
costs without adversely affecting the price ceiling 
or causing prices to soar beyond the reach of. con- 
sumers. But this cannot be said of all other units 
at the grassroots. We need time to reorganize pro- 
duction, improve management and technical inno- 
vations and streamline organization. This calls for 
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a resolute struggle for changes against the ingrained 
habit of dependence on bureaucratic subsidization 
which treats the state simply as a “wet nurse” and 
which makes consumers bear all the consequences 
of irresponsible management. 


Nor can we replace at once state-assigned quotas 
(whose number, however, has decreased considerably) 
just with contracts offered by the state or other 
consumer bodies to bidders with specific economic 
and technical norms, or with economic levers. Of 
course, we do not mean to say that application of 
such forms would be a departure from socialist 
principles of economic management. But as yet 
we cannot resort to these forms because they re- 
quire premises and conditions which, for the mo-~ 
ment, are unavailable. That is why these new 
forms of management are applied experimentally 
only where conditions permit. 


Another recommendation, which is not in line 
with reality, calls for immediate “commercialization” 
of materials and technical equipment. Now that 
materials and equipment are seriously in short 
supply (supply to state enterprises meets only 
about 50% of demand) we must stick to priority 
distribution. Still, there is room now for improve- 
ment in this field. We can, for instance, stop 
the practice of supplying materials and technical 
equipment at too low prices, which often leads to 
waste or to resales for profit. So, prices will be 
set on a preferential basis. They may be full or 
subsidized to a certain extent depending on the 
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categories to which buyers belong. But the ultimate 
aim is no subsidization at all. The state will also 
sell certain kinds of materials and equipment, farti- 
cularly surpluses, to other sectors of the economy, 
to meet part of their demand. 


A number of the comrades recommend unifurm 
prices for all kinds of goods. In this way, they 
say, the currency will have a unique standard. 
Otherwise, it would be impossible to curb inflation. 
Theoretically, this is true. Yet, under present circum- 
stances, it would be idealistic. In any country where 
supply falls too short of demand and where there 
is a high rate of inflation, materials and goods must 
be sold in limited quantities and at stable prices. 
This is not the best way, but it must be done. But 
there is a difference, though. We know better now. 
We have reduced to a minimum the number of 
two-price goods, and we are trying not to leave 
too big a gap between state prices and market prices 
while making adjustments in view of the present 
rate of inflation. Anyway, this is only a tem- 
porary measure for the transitional period in which 
two-price systems exist side by side. When the 
time is ripe we shall have uniform prices. 


I take this occasion to say a few words about 
learning from foreign experiences. It is very ne- 
cessary to learn from the fraternal countries, since 
we are late-comers with very little experience in 
socialist construction in general and in economic 
management in particular. The point is how to go 
about it. First, we must carefully study the new 
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forms in use in those countries so as to well under- 
stand them in both theory and practice. Second, 
we must carefully study our own economic, techni- 
cal and: social conditions: for judicious application. 


Because of the great economic and social im- 
portance of economic units at the grassroots, we 
attach great attention of economic management at 
this level. So, within our power, we must see to 
it that such units have every condition to exercise 
autonomy in production and trade on the basis 
of self-financing for self-development, with profits 
both for themselves and for the state. 


The first breakthrough in production and circula- 
tion in our national economy was marked by the 
Resolution of the 6th Plenum of the 4th Central 
Committee in 1980. But the policies and measures 
prescribed by that resolution were incomplete and 
unsystematic. Moreover, they were not institutional- 
ized in time. As a result, state enterprises remained 
handicapped. The biggest problem was that although 
materials and equipment were in short supply and 
most of the equipment was left idle and workers 
were under- -employed, paid with only 70% of thei 
wages, enterprises had great difficulty in procura- 
tion because of rigid regulations and bureaucratic 
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procedures. On the other hand, small capitalist and 
private businesses, particularly trading businesses, 
had a good time because of slack control. 


Then, thanks to Directive 100 of the Party Secre- 
tariat on contracts for end products (January: 1981) 
and Decisions 25 and 26CP by the Government, 
agricultural and industrial units in the state sector 
gained certain freedom to act with initiative. They 
no longer had to wait passively for state allotments 
but could meet part of their need for materials 
and equipment through joint ventures and exchanges 
within the country and through direct export- 
import, and were allowed to pay higher for supplies 
obtained from non-governmental sources and. to 
add the difference in price to production costs. As 
a result, a number of enterprises were able to 
restore production, more material wealth was 
created for society, more money flowed into state 
funds, and more people were employed. That 
situation also gave rise to undesirable things. Untor- 
tunately, to fight these negative manifestations, we 
acted rashly and bureaucratically. For instance we 
forced enterprises to cover by themselves any 
excess in price for supplies obtained from sources 
other than the state and we set too low a ceiling 
for wages and bonuses. The only thing those policivs 
did was to widen the gap between planning and the 
market and further cripple grassroots enterprises, 
The vicious circle began all over again. Meanwhile, 
unaffected by state regulations, small capitalist and 
private enterprises developed at will with virtual 
monopoly on many kinds of goods. It was quite 
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tommon for both the state sector and the collective 
sector to be led by the private sector. That was 
the paradox of “the chick beating the rooster’, 
Such a strange situation did exist and still exists 
today. : 

After many years of trial and error, for which 
we had to pay very dearly, we finally found, with 
the Draft Resolution 306 of the Political Bureau 
in April 1986, the beginning of a right course to 
develop production and trade through greater auto« 
nomy at the grassroots. Limited as it was, the resvu- 
lution took note of the fact that grassroots units 
were operating better thanks to steps which used 
to be generally regarded as illegal. 


A brief review of the emergence of the new 
mechanism leads to the following remarks : 


1, The birth of this mechanism was not an easy 
one. The course leading to it was full of difficulties, 
full of twists and turns, and there was much reluct- 
ance about it. So the lesson we can learn for 
what we are going to do is that we must act with 
consistency and determination and must not allow 
anyone to reverse the trend for a restructured man- 
agement mechanism, which recognizes grassroots 
autonomy in production and trade. Regardless of 
temporary shortcomings, we must not reject or 
violate the principle of full democratization at the 
grassroots, and must, at the same time maintain 
correct centralism at the top. 


2. 14 is important enough to have arrived at this 
Plenum Resolution. Yet, for the document to prove 
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itself in life, we must pay great attention while 
guiding its institution. We must see to it that state 
legislations are not contradictory to the spirit of 
the resolution, and must ensure uniformity and 
timeliness. This is the central task, and we must 
make every effort to carry it out, however diffi- 
cult and complicated it may be. 


So, in my opinion, this is what we should bear 
in mind for future activity. 


The focus of the present Plenum Resolution is 
the guarantee of autonomy for state-run units at 
the grassroots as socialist producers. I only wish 
to draw your attention to the following points : 


For a factory to really be autonomous economi- 
cally, I think it is essential for this factory to be 
in full control of technical inputs and materials. 
At present, most factories are supplied, in different 
degrees, by two sources, government and non-yo- 
vernment. Now, what is required of governmental 
suppliers is that they must inform customers 
beforehand of what they can do and must, before 
the beginning of an annual plan, deliver part of 
what has been agreed upon, and homogeneity must 
be ensured right with the first consignment. None 
governmental supplies that come from abroad can 
be obtained through the medium of state or local 
export-import bodies. Big enterprises, with permis- 
sion of the state, can also get supplies directly 
from foreign partners. Regarding locally available 
supplies, regulations must be enforced to avoid 
undue restriction on procuration and also to 
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prevent a chaotic situation on the market. Anyway, 
the principle is to encourage enterprises to Aan 
new sources to meet their needs. 


Recognition of the need for materials and techni- 
cal inputs obtained on the side necessarily entails 
recognition of market prices (as determined hy 
the state) and of their inclusion in production costs. 
The state must, therefore, see to it that enterprises 
are not effected by their self-catering effort. On 
the other hand, it must make sure that prices will 
not get out of control as a result of this effort. 


As they come from two main sources, materials 
and technical inputs are priced differently. But 
a product coming from a single factory cannot have 
-different prices. This point must be discussed so 
that unanimity can be reached. I wonder if we 
should base ourselves on the mean value of these 
supplies ? 


Grassroots autonomy is impossible without an 
appropriate mechanism to encourage legitimate in- 
terests. In this sense, a judicious calculation of profits 
will be very important. The percentage method 
based on specific costs is not conducive to efficiency, 
since high costs will automatically bring higher 
profits. A new method should be based on this 
‘principle : the substraction of costs and contribu- 
tions from sales. In this way, the more factories 
‘cut costs, the more they can earn. This will generate 
competitiveness because enterprises must strictly 
apply cost-accounting and must operate at a higher 
tempo. This will satisfactorily serve state, collective 
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and individual interests. So, I recommend . further 
discussion for a more rational, more scientific method 
of profit reckoning. 


Another important aspect of grassroots autonomy 
is financial autonomy. In general, enterprises must 
be able to finance themselves, cover their pay 
sheets and make profit for enlarged reproduction 
and for contributions to the state. This must be 
carried out at any cost. To help enterprises in this 
regard, the state will allow them to keep the whole 
depreciation charge and will assign them with fixed 
contribution quotas for a number of years. The 
state will also allow enterprises to obtain capital 
from different sources and give them greater scope 
in the use of capital assets. Moreover, autonomy 
in planning, procuration, sales, labour and wages 
will be guaranteed. But I want to stress that these 
rights are only conditions necessary for better ope- 
ration. They do not automatically lead to higher 
efficiency. To be really effective, it is most decisive 
for enterprises to bring about drastic changes in 
production, on which depends everything — output, 
profits, worker’s well-being, further development 
and contributions to the state. Enterprises must 
act with full initiative and great dynamism. Tney 
must be able to organize production rationally, re- 
duce the number of intermediate links and jops, 
introduce new techniques and processes, and be 
thrifty in the use of money, materials and cnergy. 
The aim is more goods, of better quality and at 
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lower costs, which is our highest hope and objective. 
Yet, we cannot feel assured in this respect : state 
enterprises are moving too slowly. 


The cause can partly be attributed to central 
authorities’ slowness in replacing the old mechanism 
of management with a new one, and their failure 
to provide enterprises with necessary material cons 
ditions. A government steering committee, which 
has recently supervised layout calculations at a 
number of enterprises, notes that not much headway 
has been made in the organization and management 
of actual production. In most cases, expenditures 
(prescribed according to old rates) were simply 
added and included in productions costs. This 
accounted for the fact that not a few enterprises 
were making “false profits’ while taking “real 
losses”. Meanwhile, others were making a lot cf 
money, not by raising productivity but by engaging 
in illegal transactions. The state now demands that 
enterprises be honest in cost-accounting and in 
Progress reporting. There is nothing to rejoice in 
the fact that some enterprises are cheating in book- 
keeping, that much of the information they send 
out is untrue. 


... Enterprise autonomy cannot be separated from 
collective mastery. The Draft Resolution, in a rela- 
tively clear-cut manner, defines the rights and 
liabilities of the various parts of a grassroots eco- 
nomic unit, and gives greater powers to the chief, 
To ensure collective mastery, it is most important 
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to enhance the role of party committees, of directors, 
trade unions and the communist youth organiza- 
tions. 


Enterprise autonomy also depends on a very 
{fmportant matter — renovation of state economie 
management. The main point here is a clear-cut cis- 
tinction between direct management of production 
and trade by grassroots economic units on the one 
hand and economic management by the state on 
the other. Realization of this distinction will enable 
the state to concentrate on key areas in the national 
economy rather than interfere with day-to-day actie 
vities at enterprises. This, moreover, will create 
the best climate for production and trade. The 
more firmly the state controls key areas of the 
economy, the more room it will give economic units 
to operate, all the while keeping them in the orbit 
of a planned economy. We have already covered 
some of the main points about this problem. Yet, 
there are many other points to deal with in a con- 
crete way, like the capacity, duties, powers, organ- 
ization and mode of operation of the Council of 
Ministers, of the various ministries and mixed com- 
mittees, of specialized departments, and of the admi- 
nistration at provincial, municipal and other levels. 
It is also necessary to decide what level are grassroots 
units directly accountable to. Also, all matters re- 
lating to budget management must be made clear, 
It is true that all these problems cannot be settled 
at one sitting of the Central Committee. What is 
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good is that we have succeeded in raising them for: 
discussion and are determined to carry out rcnova- 
tion along the agreed line. ; 

Finally, the success of renovation of economic 
management depends on the quality of economic, 
personnel, who play a very decisive role, but who 
are small in number and weak in qualification. Many 
are unqualified in morality of in class stand. This 
is not because we do not have the right peopie. It 
is because we do not have the right methods to 
get the right people, and because we lack planning 
in training and recruiting. So this, too, is an area 
that requires our immediate attention. And, before 
we can do anything in this regard, we must arm 
ourselves with a correct approach to decide what 
exactly is required of personnel and what must: 
be done in personnel work. 
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DEEP AND ALLROUND RENOVATION 
IN ALL FIELDS OF ACTIVITY! 


' Dear deputies to the National Assembly, 
Dear comrades and friends, 


The most outstanding political event in our 
country recently was the successful general elec- 
tions to the 8th Legislature of the National 
Assembly and the People’s Councils at all levels. 
The elections took place in line with the spirit of 
renewal advocated by the 6th Party Congress, 
which was more open-hearted and democratic than 
the previous ones and in which the people’s right 
to mastery in choosing their representatives to the 
country’s supreme organ of power was respected. 

Present at this session today are 496 members. 
of the 8th Legislature of the National Assembly, 
who represent the people’s will and aspirations 
and who have the great honour and heavy respon- 
sibility for deciding problems of paramount impor-- 
tance concerning the cause of renewal and the 
destiny of the nation. 


1. Speech delivered at the first session of the 8th 
Legislature of the National Assembly of the Socialist Re- 
public of Vietnam, June 1987. 
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... The 6th Congress of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam marked a step of important renewal in 
the Party’s leadership in all aspects of social life. 
New viewpoints and undertakings decided by the 
Congress will show us the way to overcome diffi- 
culties, and gradually stabilizing the country’s 
socio-economic situation. The determination to 
follow such a correct orientation has been so far 
manifested in our Party and State’s great deeds 
since the Congress. 

In the first period after the Congress, the Party 
and State focused their attention on streamlining 
the State apparatus and placing leading cadres in 
<entral and local organs. With the election to the 
8th Legislature of the National Assembly and its 
first session, the State apparatus was further 
strengthened. We are deeply aware that we shall 
fail to implement any undertakings and policies 
unless we are determined to restructure the organir 
zation of the State apparatus and the cadre work. 

... At the 2nd Plenum of the Party Central Come, 
mittee held in early April, one of the important 
tasks set by the 6th Congress was fulfilled, that 
was to find a way to solve pressing problems in 
the distribution and circulation of goods. This is 
a domain of vital importance, the settlement of 
which is longed for by the people. The foremost 
guiding idea here is that restructuring the mane 
agement mechanism and policies and organizing the 
distribution and circulation of goods must go in 
pair with the correct application of economic law, 
taking planning as the centrepiece, extending the 
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se of the commodity-money relations, shifting to 
socialist cost-accounting and business transaction, 
in close association with the renovation of other 
aspects in the mechanism of economic management. 
At the Plenum, three categories of policies were 
examined and initially settled: Policies on prices 
and on the circulation of materials and goods; 
policies and measures for salaries and for the well- 
being of workers, public employees and members 
of the armed forces; policies and measures on fi- 
mance and bank. The objective set forth is to 
exercise “four reductions”: reduction of inflation 
rate; reduction of soaring prices; reduction of 
budget deficit; and reduction of difficulties in the 
life of wage-earners, members of the armed forces 
and the working people in general. The red thread 
which goes through these policies is to 
treat the economic interests correctly so as to create 
the driving force of production and enterprise in 
agriculture, industry, commerce, finance and 
turrency, 


The Resolution of the 2nd Plenum of the Party 
Central Committee is correct and suited to the 
real situation. The process of implementing it, 
however, was not smooth, partly because the 
adverse climate this year had affected agricultural 
production. On the other hand it was due to our 
weak management. An important point at present 
is to strengthen the work of education, concretize 
the resolutions into undertakings and measures, 
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and require that all echelons, branches, economi¢ 
organizations and people as a whole observe them 
strictly. ; 


In streamlining the structure of production and. 
investment, we have decided to suspend or defer 
the construction of many big projects in order to 
concentrate manpower and property on projects 
directly serving the three major etoncm:c pro- 
grammes set by the 6th Congress. 


Grasping the Party’s viewpoints and undertakings, 
all branches and localities have actively worked 
out decisions and carried out solutions to urgent 
problems within the framework of their authorized 
activities. 

Reality has shcwn that it is not easy to find out 
correct orientations and undertakings for solving 
socio-economic problems. Neither is it easy to 
guide and organize the implementation of policies, 
to create realistic conditions for the triumph of the 
new and the right over the backward and the 
wrong. Following the Congress we recorded a 
number of great achievements which have had a 
definite impact. We should continue to speed up: 
the process of renewal in line with the correct 
orientations worked out by the 6th Congress. For 
the time being, the Party and State are concen- 
trating on seeking a comprehensive solution to im- 
prove the mechanism of economic management and 
continue to work out meacures for putting the three 
major econcmic programmes into effect. 
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Dear delegates, ae 
+ 

1 am glad to report to the National Assembly at 
this solemn session about the fine result of the 
official friendship visit to the Soviet Union from 
17 to 22 May by a high-ranking representation of 
our Party. 

The visit took place just in the year ecltndting 
the 70th anniversary of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution, at a time when the Communist parties 
‘and peoples of Vietnam and the Soviet Union are 
determined to carry out renovation and restruce 
turing in the light of the Resolution of the 6th 
CPV Congress and the Resolution of the 27th CPSU 
Congress, and in the context of the world and 
regional situation undergoing great changes in 
favour of the struggle for peace and socialism. 

The visit took place in an atmosphere of sincerity, 
mutual understanding, confidence and support. The 
two parties reached high unanimity on key matters 
of international and domestic policies, Comrade 
Mikhail Gorbachev and other Soviet leaders fully 
sympathized with, highly valued and supported the 
correct and realistic line of the 6th CPV Congress 
and the resolution of the 2nd Plenum of the Panty 
Central Committee (the 6th Congress). 

They also noted with joy that our Party Centrat 
Committee, with dynamism and dispatch, is solving 
the country’s economic problems and other pressing 
matters along a correct line. They expressed their 
sympathy with and deep impression on the way 
we put forward the question of carrying out the 
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campaign to purify and heighten the militant power 
of the Party organizations and State bodies, and 
make social relations wholesome. The CPSU not 
only expressed their sympathy with but also 
showed us their determination to contribute to our 
‘successful implementation of the resolution of the 
6th Congress. ’ 

The fine and big results of the visit were clearly 
manifested in the content of the joint declaration, 
‘in new treaties and agreements signed by represen- 
tatives of the two Parties and States. I would like 
to stress that the Soviet Union is unanimously in 
support of our Party’s undertakings —to resolutely 
shift the economic relations of loan and trade to 
the production relations of cooperation and mutual 
benefit in various fields: agriculture, consumer 
goods, mechanical engineering, electronics, mining. 
chemical industry, etc. 
or «- However, to translate these results into reality 
we must make the greatest efforts in organizing 
‘the implementation. of policies. 

Let us renovate our thinking, restructure the 
organizing and cadre work, build a new style of 
life and work, raise our sense of responsibility, and 
fulfil! our commitments in economic relations with 
the Soviet Union. Let us resolutely do away with 
the state of relying on others which still prevails 
among cadres at various echelons and branches and 
even among the people. 

The two sides also reached high unanimity on all 
international problems and on the orientations for 
‘solving them with a view to defending peace, 
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Mcreasing the strength of each country as well ag 
of the whole socialist community, thus contributing 
to making the international and regional situations 
untroubled. , 


) We affirmed the full support of the Communist 
Party and people of Vietnam for the Soviet Union’s 
new and important initiatives for peace aimed at 
easing tension, driving back the threat of nuclear 
war and consolidating peace and security in the 
whole world. Vietnam and the Soviet Union will 
strive to realize the idea to make the Asian-Pacifie 
region one of peace, stability, good neighbourhood 
and cooperation on the basis of joint efforts by 
countries in the region. We affirmed our wish to 
solve the Kampuchea problem by political means 
and to normalize our relations with the People’s 
Republic of China. 


The leadership of the Soviet Union was unanimous 
in supporting our undertakings... 


Dear delegates, 
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In the spirit of comprehensive renovation advo- 
cated by the 6th Party Congress, the 8th Legis- 
lature of the National Assembly has also decided. 
to carry out a far-reaching renovation of its work 
with the aim of successfully fulfilling its glorious 
mission entrusted by the people. ’ 


... The most significant point to raise the effect 
of management by the socialist state, first by the 
National Assembly, the State Council, and 
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the People’s Councils at ll levels, is 
the wide and full exercise of socialist democracy. 
This is the key point in the renewal of political as 
well as economic thinking in our country at present. 
Socialism has two strong points which did not exist 
in previous forms of society. First, the character 
of high-level organization and centralism created 
by the public ownership on means of production, 
Second, the working people, who are freed and 
become the real masters of society and country, 
are a great source of manpower to defend and build 
the Homeland. If we exploit these two sources of 
power simultaneously we will become invincible. 
In the dialectical unity of these two aspects, it is 
necessary to recognize that the working masses are 
the main basis and deep source creating the strength 
of our system and the essential factor guaranteeing, 
preserving and promoting the fruits of our 
revolution. 


... Formerly when power was not yet in our 
hands, following the Party’s correct political line 
which was suited to their interests and supported 
by them, our people, under the Party’s leadership 
and organization, successfully carried’ out the 
August Revolution and cet up the first worker- 
peasant State in Southeast Asia. During the great 
war of resistance against the US imperialists in tha 
past years, President Ho Chi Minh often said: 
“Things a hundred times easy cannot be doné 
without the people’s help. Things ten thousand 
times difficult can be done with the people’s 
assistance.” These words became an_ invincib‘e 


weapon of the people’s war, helping us regain 
dindependence and freedom, reunify the country, 
and make our cause successful, to the great 
admiration by the world. 


In the new historical conditions when there is 
a unified government to manage the whole country 
to fulfil the two strategic tasks of defending and 
building the socialist Homeland, the lesson that “the 
people are the roots” raised in the resolution of 
the 6th Party Congress not only retains its value 
but also has a special significance. 


. The truth that “the people are the roots” 
seems to be very simple and obvious. But reality 
shows that this is not so simple. The reason is that 
when we are in power, not a few of our cadres 
prefer to exert their authority and give orders 
rather than to persuade, discuss with and motivats 
people to do things. There are even people who 
regard democratization as an obstacle to the im- 
plementation of centralism and a curb to power. 
If democracy is construed as separated from cen- 
tralism and their dialectical unity is not reeognized, 
then the result is bureaucratic and perfunctory 
centralism. We can enumerate many painful cases 
of violation of the people’s right to mastery in 
Party organizations and State administrations at 
all levels, and in all people-elected bodies. Every 
day I myself receive a lot of written complaints 
coming from far and near, in which I am sure 
there are cases of cadres who, taking advantage 
of their high positions end great power, overused 


their authority. to bully people and defend their 
privileges and prerogatives. These cadres paid no 
attention to. publie criticism and peopte’s sincere 
advice. It is a pity that the examination and treat- 
ment of these cases are too slow, and many of them 
have been passed over. 


Our system is that of the working people, “by 
the people and for the people.” That is why 
President Ho Chi Minh said: “Everyone of us, fror 
the President of the Republic to rank-and-file 
cadres, should be worthy of our’ role as loyal 
servants to the people.” Should we stand aloof from 
and above the people, each of us would be nothing, 
and our system would only be “a clay-footed giant.” 
Delegates to the National Assembly and the Peo- 
ple’s Councils at all levels — those directly elected 
by the people — should more than anyone else 
raise the voice of the people truthfully and straight- 
forwardly, and have the courage to defend their 
legitimate interests. It is certain that each citizen 
had taken careful consideration before dropp.ng 
their ballots into the boxes, as it is often said: “Try 
before you trust.” I know that before the election 
day, all delegates met their electors, listened to 
their opinions and made a lot of promises. But is 
it sure that all of our elected delegates remember 
their promises and keep their words? I elso know 
clearly that in the previous legislatures of the 
National Assembly there were elected delegates 
who did not meet their electors even for once during 
their term of office and they resorted to lots of 
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reasons for their absence. But people said, “How 
difficult it is for the masters to meet their 
‘servants’.” 3 

* The people’s delegates at all levels must bear in‘ 
fmind that they are a bridge between the masses 
of electors and the authorities at all levels, that 
they should contribute to building a stable two-way 
link between the electors and the people-elected 
bodies. Such a tie helps the delegates to know the 
electors’ desires and constructive opinions in order 
to report them to the higher levels, and at the 
same time to answer or report to the people about 
the Party’s and State’s new undertakings and poli- 
cies. It is always interesting to meet the people in 
the form of dialogues. The people’s direct opinions 
are candid and not distorted. They help the dele- 
gates to think over, analyse and make proposals to 
the higher levels, thus contributing to building and’ 
perfecting the Party’s and State’s policies and' 
undertakings. 

* ... I think that the forum of the National Assembly 
and the People’s Councils at all levels should be 
used better along the line of attaching importance 
to the essence and effectiveness. It is at this forum 
that the delegates should really echo the reople’s 
voices on matters of importance towards the whole 
country as well as localities, and not only in pro- 
posing undertakings, policies and measures for orga- 
nizing the implementation, but also in making re~ 
marks on the government’s work and making pro- 
posals on personnel. The opinions expressed by 
delegates to the National Assembly and the People’s 
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Councils must be seriously studied and answered by 
concerned offices and if they are correct they must 
be seriously implemented. All important matters 
coming within the State’s jurisdiction must be 
brought before the National Assembly and the State 
Council which should conduct really democratic 
debates before working out official resolutions. They 
absolutely should not place the people-elected bodies 
tefore already decided problems so that they are 
left with no alternative than just passively adopt 
them by show of hands. 


Dear delegates, 


Another important matter worthy of concern is to 
raise the role of the National Assembly as the le- 
gislative bedy and the supervisor in the observance 
of law. 

The Ccmmunist Party of Vietnam is a party in 
power. It performs its leadership over the whole 
society by working out major guidelines and under- 
tekings, controlling the government’s work and 
making proposals to the people-elected bodies on 
the appointment of qualified cadres to key posi- 
‘tions of the State apparatus. The State’s duty is to 
institutionalize the Party’s guidelines and under« 
takings into appropriate laws, policies and rules, 
to work out plans for socio-economic development 
and to organize the effective implementation of 
State plans on the basis of the function of sncio-~ 
ecorcmic and administrative management stipulae 
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ted by the Constitution. In such a whole work of 
the socialist State, the National Assembly holds 
a special position as the legislative body and the 
‘supervisor acting on the basis of the Party’s guide- 
‘lines and undertakings and reflects the people’s will 
and aspirations. 


The motto “the Party leads, the working people 
are the master, and the State manages” can only 
be exercised through law and guaranteed by law, 
A progressive, disciplined and orderly society is 
mainly directed by law not only as a coercive force 
but also as an active means of education. At the 
same time this society demands that all citizens, 
regardless of positions and functions, live and work 
in conformity with law. However, for the time 
being cur country still docs not have enough laws. 
Even with the laws already promulgated, many 
people pay little attention to studying them. The 
observance of law is not strict. The popularization 
and education of law reccive little attention. These 
are some of the many reascns leading to the fact 
that the number of law-breaking cases is not reduced, 
social order is not firmly maintained, and social 
security is not guarantecd. When a citizen does 
got understand law, he can break it unconsciously 
and has no conditions to fulfil his right to mastery. 
in controlling the State offices’ implementation of 
law. On the other hand, if the struggle aguinst 
megative effects in society is to gain. good results, 
it must rely on the people. Answering the question 
why there were so many law-breakers in Russia 
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when the country did not run short of: laws, Lenin 
said, “Only when it is supported by the masses 
themselves can such a struggle (the one against 
negative effects) become successful.” 3 

It is certain that the people’s understanding. of 
law will give them a more powerful means to carry 
out fruitfully the struggle against negative effects, 
The working people use law as a means of struggle , 
to defend socialist democracy. Only by so doing 
can our democrecy ke increasingly perfected and 
‘the danger of degeneration of cadres be stopped 
short. : 

The lack of respect for law is due to various | 
‘eauses. Ours is a country of aged-old small-szte 
production. Relations between man and man in vile 
lages are mainly ruled by social customs and public 
opinions, and even differ from one locality to another, 
The feudal state promulgated many laws, Lut for 
the people, in quite a few cases, “the King’s law 
comes after the village’s practices.” In colonial so< 
ciety, the rules of the state aimed at defending the 
privileges and prerogatives of a minority of colonial- 
ists and feudalists, which were opposed to the 
masses’ interests. Part of the people who had a pre- 
judice against the rule of the old regime now had 
the same view towards law in general, even that 
of the socialist state. A number of cadres holding 
high posts with tremendous power, influenced Ly 
the vestiges of feudal ideology or ruled by indivi- 
dualism, place their interests above all, stand over 
and above the laws of the State, and even connive 
with law-breakers. Those law-breaking pheno:nenaj 
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which are overlooked or not severely meted vut also 
Yead to and nurture the psychology of underrating 
law. 


». The requirements concerning law put forward 
by the Congress are closely linked to the task of 
the 8th Legislature of the National Assembly. We 
already have the Constitution, the fundamental code 
of law of the socialist State. Recently, a number of 
other important laws were promulgated. In come 
Parison with other legislatures of the National 
Assembly the previous 7th Legislature succeeded in 
taking the legislative activity of the National 
Assembly -a step forward. It is worthy of note 
that the National Assembly has adopted laws on 
the organization: of the State apparatus, the Penal 
Code, the Law on Marriage and Family, ete. The 
State Council also adopted a number of decree- 
laws. However, compared with the requirements 
for building a complete and homogenous system of 
laws, we still lack quite a few, especially economic 
laws. We have not yet mentioned the replacement 
and renovation of out-of-date regulations, especially 
those maintaining the system of bureaucratic cen- 
tralism. based on State subsidies. These are very 
urgent tasks. Many of our activities are not carried 
out in good time, or their performance is often 
eareless. This is mainly due to our lack of juridical 
standards and regulations. For instance, our Party 
and State undertake to widen foreign economic re- 
lations, tut so long as the law on foreign investment 
in our country is not completed, the implementation 


of this undertaking remains limited. Likewlse, when 
we actively put into motion the new mechanism 
of economic management, with the grassroots eco- 
nomic units as the centrepiece, if the law on enter- 
prises is not elaborated the enterprises’ activities 
will not be fully guaranteed juridically. 


I said these things in the hope that our Nationa) 
Assembly would pay much more attention to its- 
legislative work. Is it the right time for "is to renew 
juridical thinking at the same time with the renew= 
al of economic thinking, restructure the planning 
of the law-making work, and establish a more 
expeditious law-making process, thus overcoming 
the state of prolonged inertia ? 


Together with laws, such important problems as: 
State plans and major policies presented by tne 
Council of Ministers to the National Assembly fer 
edoption should reflect the opinions of the Ceputies 
to the National Assembly more fully and exactly. 
This problem is a concern of many. To really mae 
nifest the National Asscmbly’s mind and will, it 
is necessary to create conditions for each deputy 
as well as the Standing Committees of the National 
Assembly to have time to make careful stii:dies, 
not only of documents but also of reality and te 
collect the cpinicns of -road strata of the prorme. 
The deputies should be supplied with necessary- 
and sericus information corcerning the topic by 
all offices. Important problems must be made publie 
through mass media to reach every citizen and. 
grouse people’s criticism. By so doing, the deputies- 
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will certainly get more diversified and thought-giving 
data to make well-grounded proposals. After that, 
of course it is necessary to hold really overt and 
heated debates, What causes worry does not lie in 
the differences of views during the debates, but in 
the outward unity which will lead to different ways 
of implementation. The resolutions based on the 
consensus of the majority of deputies to the National 
Assembly are State laws and supreme orders which 


executive bodies must observe. No organizations. 


and individuals whatever. their pcsitions and no 
matter in whose names they may act, are allowed 
to delay the implementation or change the National 


Assembly’s decisions. Power must be closely asso- 


ciated with and guaranteed by effectiveness. 


Although the drafting and adoption of laws as. 


well as major policies are important, they ar2 oniy 
the beginning of our work. The most difficuit thing 
is how to bring them into life, to turn them into 
practical daily activities of broad masses. The role 
of the National Assembly here is control and supervi- 
sion, from the implementation ty the Council of 
Ministers, the Supreme People’s Court, the Supreme 
People’s Organ of Control and other State bodies 
to the masses’ practical daily activities. Through 
this, the National Assembly will amend and perfect 
the already promulgated documents of State laws 
ard find out difficulties and obstacles in the pruce:3 
of implementation in order to make proposals to 
the authorities at all levels which will take measures 
to solve problems. It is also in supervising the im- 
plementation of policies that the National Assembly, 
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relying on the people, will evaluate the State bediest 
works, the leading cadres’ capacity and «wualiiicu- 
tions and will bring law-breakers to light and de« 
mand the juridical bodies to severely punish them; 
including those holding high posts with great pow- 
er. As the people’s highest representative body, 
the National Assembly has the full right to question 
and criticize the Council of Ministers, revoke its 
unworthy members, and bring to book individuals 
and collectives who have made so serious mistakes 
that they must be punished. 


The problem raised is how those rights of the 
National Assembly are exercised. Facts have proved, 
through the previous legislatures of the National 
Assembly, that not at all times and under all cir- 
cumstances the voice of the people’s highest repre« 
sentatives is respected. A number of people willingly 
give their verbal approval but they actually do no- 
thing accordingly, or their deeds do not match 
their words. Not rare also are cases of written peti- 
tions — sent by a National Assembly deputy to 
an office or a leading official to request the eluci- 
dation or treatment of a case — being “kept intact’ 
among a pile of files year after year without a 
reply. 

An end must be put to this state of things. We 
an no longer maintain formalism and bureaucracy 
right in the country’s supreme organ of power. The 
National Assembly should ke our country’s most 
typical kody in terms of effectiveness of power and 
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essence of socialist democracy. Such a change will 
surely set an example for the People’s Councils 
at all levels as well as other organizations. 


.. Whether the National Assembly can perform 
{ts function as stipulated by the Constitution or 
not depends on whether or not each deputy to the 
National Assembly fulfils his or her responsibility 
and makes worthy contributions. Greater power, 
heavier responsibility. I think that the noble spiritual 
value of the title “people’s representative” lies in 
the fact that the National Assembly deputies kcep 
close contacts with the people, speak their voices, 
represent their legitimate interests and aspirations, 
The opinions of the National Assembly deputies 
must ke the crystallization of the correct and sin- 
cere thoughts and desires of the people whom they 
represent. Although we represent different social 
strata and different localities, there is unity of 
thought and action among us for the overall inter- 
ests of our entire people and of socialism. 
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ART‘AND CULTURAL WORKERS SHOULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE PARTY'S 
RENOVATION WORK! 


Comrades, 


‘It “has “been a! privilege for ‘me to attend this 
seminar in the last two days'and listen to mary 
“comrades. I ‘welcome ‘all your opinions for they 
‘are straightforward, varied, diversified and ' pro- 
found. Perhaps, you’ have pondered over them for 
‘a long time. I would say that in these last two 
idays, you have spoken your hearts out. 

“Your opinions touched’ on* many aspects, but in 
the> final“ analysis, they concur’on the following 
points. 

First, the role of culture and arts: For many 
years now, our Party has under-estimated the role 
of culture and arts, of artists and cultural activists 
in social life. This is a matter which many of you 
have dealt with in one way or another, and to 
which you have cited many concrete and vivid 
examples. 


1. Summary of Nguyen Van Linh’s talk at an informal 
meeting with artists and cultural activists in Hanoi, 6-7 
Oct. 1987. 
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. Second, «you ,all have remarked that in leading 
vart and cultural activities, a number of.Party, cacres 
thave shown a lack of, democracy. 

Third, there:are many incorrect points and. un- 
‘fustices in the organizational mechanism, manage- 
rment, policies and -regimes toward . culture, litera- 
‘ture and -arts. These. shortcomings are one of the 
ieauses of the many difficulties and . shortages ,in 
your ‘present life..Art and .cultural workers are 
‘producers who make high, grade products for co- 
:ciety. But, over the past years, your , brainwork 
thas not.even earned you enough for, recreating 
yyour working power. 

Those are the main points in your opinions. I 
-would say that they also are the main causes of the 
“poor promotion of the capabilities of artists, cultural 
-activists and intellectuals. I feel that for more than 
tten years:now (since the country was reunified and 
embarked on socialist construction on a national 
rseale) our: art: and cultural achievements have been 
"poor — allow me to: use this-word-— compared with 
‘those we: obtained during the two previous, wars 
rof resistance. ‘At- that time, you contributed a lot, 
-obtained many successes and produced many excel- 
Went works. But:such is not the: case,in the past 
tten:years,:and that’s: why I, said,it’s poor. Through 
vyour. opinions, I-understand better.why your ccntri- 
rbution is;still little in thisstage, of the. revolution. 
‘Recently, some goad works were .warmly .wel- 
ccomed: by:readers. However, they. could, be; counted 
eon) the fingers of.a’ hand. There should; have.been 
a lot more. 


»999 


The problem for us now is that in the light of 
the renovation spirit advocated by the 6th Party 
Congress, we have to find out the causes of the 
poverty in our arts, literature and culture. 

There is no denying that we have obtained certain 
successes in the socio-economic field. However, we 
have also committed quite a few errors. The life 
of our people, especially of our honest working 
people, should not have been so poor as it is now, 
had it not been for the mistakes and errors we 
fave committed. As you all know, the Party Central 
Committee is striving to correct them. But to do 
that, we have to find out the causes. Only Ly 
correcting the mistakes can we effect renovacion. 
Renovation is a profound and thorouch-going revo- 
lution. It involves renovation in thinking, policies, 
organization, personnel and other respects. Those 
leaders who are conservative, commit errors, and 
balk at real renovation cannot lead. 

You've been talking a lot about “untying”’, which 
you said is necessary to develop all capabilities 
in your field of work. But, how should we “tntie” ? 
I think that first of all the Party should untie in 
the fields of organization, policies, rules and regu- 
lations, and regimes. Listening to you, I learned 
with surprise that even in your domain, there is 
also a mechanism of bureaucratic administrative 
management based on State subsidies. In the coming 
period, we have to correct them all, and make 
regulations aimed at ensuring the development of 
your work. The Party and State should aed 
get down to this business. 
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On the other hand, however, I think that in your 
domain, you have to do things by yourselves. This 
morning, when one of you was speaking, I put 
in, “you should save yourselves before God comes 
to your rescue” and I meant it. You have demanced 
that in your domain, work should not be imposed 
the way a train is placed on its tracks, and thet 
you want to be free to take care of your work. 
If we should promote democracy for producers in 
economic field, I dcn’t see why you should not 
exercise your right to mastery in your domain, 


I’ve heard that writers and artists are still sub- 
jected to much restriction and sanction, and that 
what you dread most it often something that hangs 
somewhere above your heads. You fear it even 
more than you fear censorship. You fear that ru- 
mours would spread ground charging that what you've 
written is not in line with the Party’s views or 
goes against the Party’s line and policies, and the 
like... Having heard about your worries I feel deep. 
sympathy for you. It was for that reason that this 
morning, I burst out : “You should save yourselves 
before God comes to your rescue”. We should be 
strict to ourselves. But when you are convinced 
that you are right, that you write in a constructive 
spirit, you must stick to your guns, you must firmly 
defend the truth, you must have courage. 


I think that you should not bend your pen in 
any circumstance whatsoever. If you are not yet 
ready to write, you’d better make further study of 
reality and accumulate more from life than just 
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swim with the’ tide. In the’ field of arts’ and litera- 
ture; artists must. be brave, have a pure heart! 
and never flinch: You should always’ remember: 
these words of Uncle Ho: “Now, in poetry there: 
should be steel.” Steel here, I think, is: the’ revo- 


lutionary spirit. 


I. want. to. make some suggestions: 


You should courageously overcome difficulties. In: 
the past, revolutionary literature and arts had to: 
overcome! many difficulties: and hardships in the: 
condition of clandestine activities. In the wars of 
resistance, our literature and arts were highly com- 
bative and rendered effective services to the cause> 
of national liberation. At that time, you had an’ 
atmosphere favourable for your artistic creation. 
The Party’s leadership also created favourable cun- 
ditions for you to contribute your talents. In war 
time, no one would forbid you to speak out against’ 
the enemy or the cowardly defeatists. It was then: 
also clear whom you praise: our heroic combatants, 
our heroic people. 

Nowadays,. it is very difficult to praise as wcll 
to criticize. The bad and the negative lie rignt 
within the people’s ranks, among the high and 
mighty in the Party and State apparatuses. In the 
past we had a pretty simplistic view : that socialism 
could only have good things. Such a concept 1s 
utopic and naive. I myself once had the same 
thought, too. But now that we are in the periods 
of transition to socialism, with people coming ever 
from the old regimes, bringing with them bad habils: 
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and other. legacies, including their erroneous. vicws 
and incompetence, it is really difficult to have a. 
clear outlook. The line between the right and the, 
wrong at times is not clear enough. ' 


The point is that we must arm ourselves with 
a sensitive and science-based approach. In creating 
art and literary works, we also need courage to 
taise problems of life and society. History will, 
judge whether you are right or wrong. What. is, 
wrong must be corrected. 


I have a hunch that once one holds power and) 
begins to build socialism, one tends to think that 
everything is going just fine. In our art and literary, 
creation, we often tend to praise, to make. things. 
“rosy”. Naturally, it is nice-to buy “roses. And: 
whoever writes. about bad people and malpractices 
are thus labelled “blackeners’”’. In my opinion, while’ 
praising good people and deeds, you should expose, 
bad examples and practices so as to arouse wide, 
contempt for them. In doing so, you do not condemn, 
the system but just those people and deeds that rin, 
counter to the lofty ideals of socialism. 


You should expose and strongly criticize bureau- 
cratism, repression against the masses, stealing cf 
public property, speculation, parasitism, enjoying 
other people’s manual and_ brain labour, bad 
customs, superstition, degradation and corruption. 
We should see to it that the entire society will 
scorn bad things, shun away from them, and e¢limi- 
nate them. Beside that work, you. should also create, 
in. your work characters who are genuine «and, 


1023 
Ga 


=r Cté«<‘a 


appealing, symbolizing the genuine working people 
who are working hard, manually and mentally, 
braving all difficulties, shorteges and evil tempiations, 
to build socialism and defend the homeland, and 
make active contributions to the cause of renovation 
advocated by the Party. 


Ours is a Party in power. Its law of existence and 
development is to rely on the people, to “take the 
people as the roots”. During its struggle for power, 
the Party kept clese contacts with the masses. Now 
that it holds power, it may easily lose touch with 
the people, oppress them, and steal from them. It 
may also contract the disease of bureaucratism in 
its economic and ideological leadership. These 
mistakes must be criticized and strongly condemned. 
It is difficult to write works that sting certain 
“bureaucrats”, or people in power. You must be 
brave, trying to find the right ways to do so. You 
may borrow stories of the past to deal with the 
present, to force those bad people to look over their 
shoulders. In the past, many works were shelved 
simply because of their stings, and their authors 
got into troubles, even had hard times. But, should 
that be a reason for us to bend our pens to suit 
the “taste” of those bad people? I think the artists 
who choose to_do so have already lost all their 
revolutionary quality. 


You must stay firm in the schoo! of socialist 
realism. There are people who claim themselves to 
belong to this school, but in fact they dare not 
write the truth or criticize and condemn the bad 
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to foster the new-tyrfe people. As genuine artists 
you should maintain the honesty of your pens, the 
purity of your thoughts. 


As I am not a specialist in literature and arts, 
I cannot discuss much about your work. But as a 
lover of literature and arts, I fully agree with the 
fdea that fighters on the cultural and art front 
need not only sharp knives to remove the bad, but 
also the “ferment” to shape up the new in social 
life. Artists must have a sensitive insight to discover 
new elements. That is to guarantee the role of. 
literature and arts as a predecessor in the cultural 
life of society. At this meeting, many of ‘you have 
mentioned the heraldic character of literature and 
arts. Obviously with their perception, artists can 
through their works foretell the good and bad 
things, the future death of what today is stili full 
of vitality, and the future emergence of what is 
still in the making. Such forecasts are badly needled. 


You are the engineers of the soul. You must con- 
tribute to building the new-type people from those 
who today are still full of shortcomings and even 
of bad things. You should watch out, so as not to 
let yourselves fall into idealism and voluntarism 
and always describe the new people as if they were 
all saints. You must also see the weak points of 
a person before you can make him a new-type nian. 


However, it is not our wish that socialist realism 
fails to help orient our people toward the bright 
future and to give them the confidence that we can 
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overcome all present difficulties. The audiences must, 
not see only the dark side in our works. They must, 
also see the light as well because light, helps them, 
jump over darkness. 


I.can see in your opinions that you already have, 
all, the things I’ve just mentioned. But you still, 
fear some “ghosts”. The resolution of the 6th Party 
‘Congress has cpened the door for renovation for 
you. However, things are still far from being sailing. 
We have not yet got to the smooth asphaited road, 
hut are still driving on a bumpy and winding rnad. 
Iam not a writer or an artist or a journaiist, but 
ef late I got the itch to write the “Things which. 
Must Be Done Immediately”. Many people have. 
zcclaimed end responded to them. But there are 
also. those who contend: “Why should we smear 
our system ?” and “It seems that the article is kind 
of a trick to unleesh a ‘cultural revolution’” and 
£0 on. I think that it is necessary to drive darkness 
away, just as a farmer has to weed his jield ior 
the rite to grow up. Good people and deeds will 
emerge if bad’ ones are got rid of: The difficult point; 
is to have the courage to expose the. bad. That’s. 
why I feel sympathetic to you all. 


Finally, I would like to repeat that the 6th Party 
Congress has opened the door for you. In the im- 
mediate future, the Political Bureau and the Secre- 
tariat of the Party will issue a Resolution on Aris 
and Culture on the basis of the. programme dzafted 
by the Party Central Committee’s Commis:ion for. 
Arts and Culture. 
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As a Vietnamese saying goes, “food keeps morale 
on its feet”. I think that it is also necessary to solve 
all problems related to life and management in 
order to help your branch to move forward. 


We are confident that in the coming period, our 
Party and State will adopt correct and suitabie 
policies for your branch. I also believe that all 
restraints will be removed, and then your bran7h 
will be like a free bird, soaring into the blue sxy. 
Our literature and arts will thus obtain fine and 
diversified achievements. 


I wich you the best of health, perseverance and 
courage in your work. I wish to enjoy your interesting 
works which are close’ to this new stage of our 
revolution. 


LET THE YOUNG GENERATION MAKE . 


A WORTHY CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
RENEWAL OF THE COUNTRY! 


~ 


Dear comrades, 


Today I am happy to attend the 5th Congress 
of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union, the 
Congress of the Vietnamese youth for the imple< 
mentation of the 6th Party Congress Resolution. 


.. The 5th Congress of the Ho Chi Minh Com- 
munist Youth Union is being held at a time of greut 
significance. We are at the end of 1987, the first 
year of implementation of the Resolution of the 6th 
Party Congress. The year 1988 is drawing near. It 
is the principal year of decisive significance in the 
successful realization of the objectives set by the 
6th Party Congress. 


. The Party Central Committee, with its ful 
confidence in and love for the youth, puts high 
hopes in this Congress. We hope that all of yon, 
comrades delegates, will hold open and democratie 


1. Speech delivered at the 5th Congress of the Ho Chi 
Minh Communist Youth Union, 27 Novemter 1987. 
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discussions in order to set correct tasks and working 
methods to push forward the youth movement and 
the Union’s work, so that the youth may play a 
worthy part in carrying out the Resolution of the 
6th Party Congress. 


... Our first revolutionary young generation under 
the leadership of the Party, trained and guided by 
Uncle Ho, did not submit to the cruel oppression 
and exploitation ty the feudalists and colonialisis, 
did not refuse sacrifices, did not mind prisons and 
guillotines, actively took part in the struggle against 
the enemy. They soon understood the revolutionary 
ideal: saving the people and the country, liberating 
the nation and the working class, building a society 
without exploitation of man by man, where people 
enjoy equality and happiness. By choosing the prooer 
ideal which is in harmony with the indispensable 
trend of our time and with the aspiration of the 
working people, the youth’s energy and will are 
greatly multiplied. The youth became the strong 
and big impulsive force in the national struggle led 
by our Party, successfully carried out the August 
Revolution and overthrew the colonial and feudal 
yoke, established the first worker-peasant state in 
Southeast Asia. Many advanced young people at that 
time became outstanding revolutionaries who won 
the people’s confidence and respect. Today, these 
“people, though no longer young, still possess-a strong 
revolutionary will and energy, and have great con- 
fidence in the bright future of the mation. They 
have set shining examples for us. » i 
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‘During the “two ‘wars of resistance agaiast ‘the 
‘{mperialists, patriotism “and revolutionary heroism 
were fully developed among the’ young generation. 
“Millions of young people enthusiastically and bravely 
took up arms to save the country. 


After 1975, our country was reunified, the whole 
nation started the construction of socialism, but 
peace was not yet established in the entire country. 
-Tens of thousands of young people have joined the 
sarmy. Despite all hardships, they have been brave 
-and determined in the-fight to defend the homeland 
‘and maintain security and to fulfil .well their ho- 
-nourable internationalist duties. 


In the fields of production, study and work, despite 
many difficulties and the lack of material amd’ tech- 
nical facilities, our young generation has ‘brouzht 
‘{ts role into play. Quite a few young people and 
units have set good examples in doing difficutt 
jobs in enterprices, ccoperatives and offices; in their 
willingness to work in the State-run key frojects 
or to widen new economic zones; in their intensive 
scientific and technical research; in their efforts 
to make discoveries, innovations and inventions; m 
their active participation in education, culture and 
arts. 


‘By carrying out revolutionary activities, our young 
“people’ have grown up. Many . typical’ examples ef 
“revolutionary “heroism ‘of | 'the'.young | generation:-6f 
Vietnam have emerged in*various fields... 


vito _ | 


ee 


“Dear comrades, 


‘While praising the contributions of the.youth and 
the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union, in the 
spirit of facing the truth and the sense of respon- 
sibility of communist youth, we should admit that 
the Youth Union and its work still have many 
shortcomings. 


It can be said that in this new stage of revolution 
“a strong youth movement is still absent in many 
fields of activity. The Union's political role and its 
‘influence are not yet visible in many domains. It 
“ls important to-have good young people and gourd 
young collectives. But evén more important is to 
rely on -this dynamic core to set in» motion an 
active youth movement. So long as the Youth Union 
‘fails to create a seething movement of revolutionary 
action among the. youth, its influence on_ society 
cannot be said to be far-flung. This situation is 
closely related to the qualities shown by the Union 
members and organizations, particularly at the 
grassroots. 


I am sure that you feel your hearts ache when 
knowing that nota few of your comrades and fricnds 
are living and acting in an erroneous way’ and have lost 
‘ell faith. For a young man or woman, ‘to'assert 2 cor- 
"rect reason ‘to live and’to find the right“ideal is to as- 

‘sert the right way to live. In the past, with the ideul 
%f' national liberation’ and’ communism,’ many ‘yourrg 
people knew how to lead a worthy life, ‘to 6verconie 
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all trials and sacrifices, and to make a great con- 
trikution to the cause of winning national indepen- 
dence and reunification. It is a pity that, at present, 
a number of young people who are not inspired 
Ly the noble revolutionary ideal, have indulged in 
a selfish life, craved for money, and onty want 
to share the fruits of others’ labour. Here and there 
a number of young men shirk their sacred citizen’s 
duties such as joining the army or working. A 
number indulge in boozing and loitering. Others 
while away their time by frequenting pagodas and 
churches to forget their sorrows and the difziculties 
of life. A number of young people have degenerated 
and fallen into debauchery, causing sorrow to their 
parents and society as a whole. 


Dear comrades, this state of things is really a 
hotbed for the enemy to sow crimes and turn 
those degenerated young people into efficient 
‘weapons against their compatriots. 


I must add that there are other phenomena which, 
though not so serious as those I mentioned above, 
ere inconsistent with the qualities of the new youth, 
They are sluggishness in work and study, disturb- 
ance of public order, an unruly and insolent atti- 
tude, and the use of vulgar language and manners. 
These negative effects happen every day in families, 
at public places, offices, factories, schools, and even 
in the streets. Should we keep silence over or ignore 
such things? Is it true that this state of things 
should be traced back to the difficulties in. our 
-€conomic life ? 
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We thould carefully analyse the causes of the 
situation in order to find out an orientation and 
method to solve it. 


At this forum, I must say that our Party aad 
State have committed errors towards the youtn. Jt 
is probably not exaggeration to sey that a number 
of Party and State bodies only spend the youth’s 
strength Lut are not aware of their active role and 
the strategic importance of the agitation, education 
and orgenjzation work among the youth. They uniy 
care for the youth when they need their strength 
After that, their role is fallen into oblivion, ny one 
cares for their deep feelings and aspirations, no 
education for them, and their legitimate and whole- 
some requirements are not satisfied. There are Party 
cadres who do not respect or believe in the youth's 
ebilities of organization and creativeness. They often 
interfere in the Youth Union's activities, wurn the 
Union frem an active and creative political orqani- 
zation into a passive one. This state of things, to- 
gether with the existence of a number of bad Party 
members, has had a negative educational impact 
on the youth. A number of advaneed cadres and 
members of the Union have gradually got tired. 
A pert of the youth consider their work as a kurdcn, 
es a recult, their creative capacity has been Jost 
and enthusiasm has been worn down. 


To overccme these shortccmings and to enhance 
the effects of the youth’s activities and education, 
first of all, there must ke a renewal of the lceder- 
ship over the youth work by all Party organs. The 
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Party and State organs should have practical and 
concrete methods to help the Union enhance its. 
dynamism and creativeness in its work. To care for 
the legitimate demands of the youth is first to 
provide them with jobs, conditions to study, live 


and recreate. For the youth, special attention should’ 


be paid to a harmonious combination of duties 
and rights. On one side, unconditional dedication 
is required from the youth. On the other, if vossible, 
the youth’s minimum and legitimate requirements 
should be satisfied. There should not be constant 
refusals under the pretext of difficult odjcctive 
circumstances. 


The Party’s leadership over the Union should be 
constantly and clearly shown in the political orien- 


tation and the modes of actions for the Youth Union,, 


in the exemplary work, in the quality and the 
positive life style of each Party member. Our Party, 
which is in power, is carrying out the youth work 
by means of political and social systems in which 
the Party and State’s policies toward the youth 
play an important part. I have heard many Youth 
Union members and cadres complain that some 
regulations and policies concerning the youth are; 
outdated and unfair. As a result, they do not en- 
courage them to make progress. This is true. The 
Party Central Committee shall have to think over 
this matter and try to make a change. 


At this solemn Congress of the Youth Union, k 
earnestly call cn all State organs, people’s organi-. 
zations, cultural ard sccial activists and educators: 
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who have so far concerned themselves with the 
youth and the Union, to give stronger support ta 
the youth and the Youth Union in response tu the 
new demands of the revolution. It is not only an 
urgent demand of the youth, but also the future 
of the nation. The present younger generation are 
the people to whom we entrust the destiny of our 
eountry and the future of our nation. 

I also hope that parents, brothers and sisters 
take further care of the femily, which has a dircct 
and deep impact on the formation of the personality, 
qualities and talents of the young. Each Vietnamese 
family should be a good nursery preparing good 
seeds for society. The exemplariness and educa- 
tional power of the family should be geared to 
form among the younger generation a wholesome 
and pure way of life, the respect for reason, thé 
spirit of acting to the call of reason, the love of 
labour and for one’s family, one’s kinfolk and the 
working people. At the same time, the close coordi- 
nation between the family, the school, the mass 
organization and society as a whole is always an 
essential condition to train the younger generation 
into a new, socialist type of people. 


, 


- Dear.comrades, 


> 


While saying that the education of the youth fs 
a responsibility of the entire Party and whole so- 
ciety, our Party demands a great deal from the 
Ho Chi Mirh Communist Youth Union, — the role 
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of political vanguard of our youth. Over the past 
years, in spite of its efforts and successes, the Union 
has not yet fully played its role in educating, o1r- 
ganizing and mobilizing the youth’s strength, abili- 
ties and talents. The forms end methods used to 
motivate the youth are outdated end show a poor 
content, while the revoluticnary situation and tesks 
have undergone lots of changes and the youth has 
made new progress and has new requirements. These 
shortcomings must ke overcome so that the Union 
can fulfil the task entrusted to it by the Party 
and the people. 

.« An important task of the Ho Chi Minh Come 
munist Youth Union is, I think, to fully play iis 
folitical role and act as a pole of attraction in orivr 
to gather all the young into revolutionary orgar:iza+ 
tions and forms of social activity suited to them. 
Through these organizations and forms of social 
activity, it must educate the youth in revolutionary 
ideals and care for their legitimate interests. 

According to the report of the Youth Union Central 
Committee, only 30% of the youth are mernoers 
of the Union. Thus non-members still account for 
a very large proportion of the youth. In recent 
years, under the Youth Union’s leadership, the Viet- 
nem Youth Federation has striven to rally this force. 
Its activities in some provinces and cities, from 
time to time, widely responded to by the youth, 
have, created ceething movements useful ior the 
youth. However, because the youth hes failed ‘to 
help a number of frovircial end municipal orcani- 
zaticns to turn to account their exp<rience ‘m o:der 
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to preserve and further promote thcir echievemenis, 
these movements have come to a standstill. Ia other 
localities, the content and forms of its activities 
are poor and not suited to the rights and interests 
of the youth. As a result, a sizable part of she youth 
has not yet been mobilized by the Union to puch 
forward the youth movement. This also means that 
the Union’s leadership still leaves much to ke desired. 


This is a serious problem to which the Party 
Ccntral Committee pays very great attention, 
Whenever and wherever young people feel ionely 
and disoriented in the country’s ebullient life, there 
and then bad elements and the enemy will seek ta 
involve them in their wicked schemes. That is why. 
individual mcmters and cells of the Ho Chi Minh 
Communist Youth Union must seek to approach them, 
not to lecture cr freach them, but to talk to them 
as sincere and reliable friends and help them dispel 
worries, overceme difficulties, and do things us*tul 
to society end themselves, thus retrieving their 
optimism and feith in life. Too little of this has becn 
done and with too poor results. It is my hope that 
at this Congress you will find an answer to these 
problems. 


The Union also has a heavy responsibility to 
look after and educate young children. No one e!se 
has the abilities and conditions to fulfil this task 
better than the Union. To each city ward and rura) 
eommune, to ezch school, public office and enterprise, 
the Union must send exemplary young people who 
love children and have good methods to take care 
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of them. Acting together with the family, the school 
and society, the Union will create favourable con- 
ditions for them to work and play, and train them 
into good children and able pupils worthy vf being 
Uncle Ho’s beloved nephews and nieces. 

: To become a nucleus to attract and rally the youth, 
to educate the young children, the Union must first 
of all be strong, and its members and cadres must 
be examplary. In the spirit of self-criticism and 
criticism, we should frankly admit that the Union's 
organization and activities still fall short of the 
youth’s requirements. 

The report of the Union’s Central Committee says 
that 150,000 opinions are] suggestions have in all 
Keen contributed ky Union members and other young 
people to the Congress. Besides those on Party's and 
State’s policies toward the youth are urgent demands 
for a qualitative upgrading of the Union’s organi- 
zation and of its members. This far 30% of the 
youth have joined the Union, but one may ask how 
many of them have been hastily admitted just to 
qualify for college admittance or for studying and 
working abroad? Surely, honest and genuine com- 
munist young people must be ashamed of this si- 
tuation and condemn it. I earnestly propose that 
the Unicn's Executive Ccmmittees and responsible 
organs of the Party and the State put an early end 
to this state of things... We should not allow oppor- 
tunistic elements to use the Youth Union as a ladder 
for their personal advarcement. Union ranks, both 
cadres and memters, must be checked at all echeions, 
in enterprises, cooperatives, public offices, hospitals 
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and army units in order to find out the errors 
committed and correct them. At present, the problem 
of quality of Youth Union members should be our 
prime concern. I know that many of them have 
a low political, moral and professional standard. 
In quite a few cases, whole Union cells are weak. 
The youth’s activities are not only irregular but 
also poor in content, not practical and not sufficiently 
effective. In a number of key branches and economie 
units, young people outnumber the rest of the 
personnel, Yet the Youth Union’s activities cannot 
attrect or encourage them to increase productivity, 
quality and effect of production and business. In 
the armed forces, young people and Youth Union 
members constitute the great majority. Together 
with meny brilliant examples in training and fighting, 
there are also quite a few people of low quality 
and even negative deeds. That is why in my opinion, 
the Union should attach great importance to raising 
its members’ quality, instead of only caring for 
numerical development. 

To fulfil its tasks, the Youth Union must have 
@ contingent of good cadres. This question has been 
raised in the report of the Union’s Central Com- 
mittee. I would like to stress that good cadre work 
should be done at all levels. This will create fa- 
vourable conditions for the training, fostering and 
use of cadres, therety overcoming the state of 
experiential prcmotion and essignment of cadres, 
Another point is that cadres should renovate their 
work style. They should approach the youth, listen 
to their opinions, seek to know their preoccupations, 
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and persuace them. Only Ey co doing can the Union 
play its role es the core to rally and educate the 
young. Reercttably the Union’s apparatus and cadres 
in meny pleces are affected Ly red tape and hureau- 
cratism end stand aloof from the masses. It is one 
of the reasons why the youth activities in many 
units are heavy, tedious and not attractive. Instead 
of going to the grassroots, talking and <liscussing 
with the young and solving practical probl<«ms, not 
a few cadres only like to hold big meetings, rake 
empty speeches, cdo perfunctory things, and make 
dishonest reports to higher echelons, 

I hope that in the present trend of renovation 
of thinking, rersonnel and work style, the Ho Chi 
Mirh Communist Youth Union will vigorously re- 
novate its work so as to make its activity ever more 
practical and fruitful 


Dear comrades, 


Since the 6th Party Congress the spirit of reno- 
vation with regard to all especis of cocial life has 
stimulated our entire Perty and people. The campaign 
to purify Party organizations and the State apparatus, 
increase their militant strength, and make social 
relations healthier is meeting with warm response. 
However, many negative deeds and bad phenomena 
still occur. Therefore, while fostering a lefty idenl 
end a gcod attitude regarding work and study as 
well as a civilized life style, the Ho Chi Minh Com- 
munist Youth Union should actively struggle against 
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megative phencmena. In this connection a number 
of young collectives: and individuals have of late 
set good examples of honesty and uprichtness oy 
struggling resolutely against. .degenerate elements 
who stand aloof from the masses, are arrogant, bully 
good people and indulge in corrupticn and theft of 
State and people’s property, etc. In some places, the 
youth make up the core and the vanguard in the 
struggle against negative phenomena. This must ve: 
ecmmended. 


From now on, we must step up that struggle by 
Jeunching a vast and powerful movement among 
the entire people to struggle for what is right und 
for social justice. Embezzlers, thieves, parasites, 
hoarders, traffickers, hcoligans and ruffians raust 
te duly punished. Irrespcnsible -ureaucrats, nullies, 
liars, sycophants and unruly elements... must be 
severely criticized end sanctioned. To step up the 
struggle against negative phencmena is an impor- 
tant measure to foster a life and work style con- 
sistent with law to restore public order and disciplire 
in Party and State cctivities as well 2s in social 
life. Let light repel darkness and spread to ail the 
corners of our reople’s life. The youth should march 
in the van in the movement to multiply good acts 
and good people. 


In the agitation to purify social relations, the 
Union plays an active and positive part with the 
spirit of mastery over society. We should ‘fight for 
the enforcement of strict working rules in each 
unit and everywhere, to foster the spirit of thrift, 
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‘of increasing labour prcductivity and efficiency, and 
‘to ensure equality in duties and rights among all 
anembers of society. 

Of course, we cannot within a short time turn 
‘bad into good, weak into strong. However, in each 
domain, in each place and with each individual, 
~we must know how to win success, even small ones, 
provided they are visible and verifiable, so as to 
keep moving forward. This is no child’s play. It 
requires efforts from the entire society, from many 
-organizatians and the adoption, of a great variety 
-of measures. In the struggle to fulfil this compiex 
-and far-reaching task, the Youth Union holds a 
«central position. 
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THE RUSSIAN OCTOBER REVOLUTION 
AND THE VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION! 


The Russian October Revolution is the greatest 
event in the history of mankind. With the October 
Revolution, socialism showed a. vivid reality in a 
country, which had won glorious victory over fascism, 
and has developed into a powerful system in the world, 
thus changing the face of our planet. The revolution- 
ary upheavals taken place over the past seventy 
years in the Soviet Union and the rest of the world 
are law-governed results of the evolution initiated 
by the October Revolution. 


The light of the October Revolution has been 
piercing through mist after mist, crossing mountains 
and rivers, reaching every corner of the earth, and 
{lluminating the road of self-liberation of the work- 
ing class and peoples all over the world. 


« Thenks to the October Revolution, the Vietnamese 
revolution has won repeated victories and made 
increasing progress over the past fifty-seven years 


2 1, Article published in the Review of Communism (Special 
dssue) on the 7th anniversary of the Russian October 
Revolution. 
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The light of the Cctober Revolution came to 
Vietnam early in the 20th century when the Viet- 
nemese fatriotic movement was undergoing a far- 
flung crisis in its lines end rolicies, end when such 
kourgeois-demccratic patriots es Fhen Boi Chau and 
Phan Chu Trinh were taking the wrong path for 
national salvation. Having reed Lenin’s “First Draft 
Programme on the National ard Colonial Questions”, 
Comrade Ho Chi Minh, who was then living in 
Frence, was the first Vietnamcse to te aware of 
this truth: “To save one’s country § and 
liberate one’s ‘nation, there is no other 
way than that of the proletarian revoluticn.’””® 
Since then Marxism-Leninism hes come to Vietnem 
and, together with the workers’ drive and the 
patriotic movement, gave birth to the Communist 
Party of Vietnam, making & turning-point of decisive 
significance of the revolution in Vietnem and the 
three Indochinese countries as a whole. 


The founding of the Communist Party of Vietnem 
in 1930 and the subsequent revolutionary movcments 
led to the victory of our August Revolution in 1945, 
end the founding of the first worker-peasant state 
in Southeast Asia. After that, the enti-French wer 
of resistance won victory in 1954, completing the 
democratic naticnal revolution in one half of the 
country, end the victory over US impcrialism in 


1. ho Chi Minh, Forever Following the Path Charted 
by the Great Lenin, Su That Publishing Eouse, Hanoi 
1970, p. 51. 
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1975 Ied the whole country to reunification end 
sccialism. Those important milestones cemonstrete 
that the Vietnamese revolution has gloriously suc- 
ceeded the Octoter Revolution. The Vietnemese 
people are proud of beirg ranked emong the nations 
that have made many feats of erms end that con- 
tinue to hold high the invincible banner of the 
October Revolution. 


The October Revoluticn is a splendid model of 
renewal of thinking and of creativeness. Marx and 
Engels, the founders of scientific socialism, propound- 
ed their theory in the 19th century on the basis of 
the practical end sziritual echievements obtained 
until then ky mankind. However, the beginning of 
the 20th century witnessed far-reaching changes, the 
most important of thcm wes the evolution of cepi- 
talism into imperialism. Meanwhile, the revolution- 
ery movements end forces also had become far 
greater ihan in the previous century. In face of that 
situation, Lenin applied Marx’s theory as a creative 
methodology to analyse new phencmena ef capitals 
iem, end to enunciate theoretical foints. on ,imper 
rialism. He also developed end rerfected the Marxist 
theory on proletaricn revolution, made a creative 
application of it to various stages of the Russian 
revolution, thus leading to the historic victory of 
the Octoker Revolution. 


Leter on; the successful termination of the bloody 
eivil wer, the elaboraticn of the New Economic 
Policy aimed at getting the country out of a deep 
economic end political crisis, end the working out 
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of a comprehensive programme for socialist con- 
struction in the Soviet Union were outstanding imag=- 
inative contributions made by Lenin end the 
glorious Bolshevik party to dialectical thinking. , 

The 27th Congress of the CPSU has continued and 
brought into play the spirit of renovation and 
creativeness of Lenin and the October Revolution, 
Proceeding frcm the ectual otjective situation at 
home and in the world, the Congress has formulated 
new concepts, creatively Ceveloped Marxism-Lenin- 
ism in all the most important fields, illuminated 
the road forward of our time and of socialism. There- 
fore, we have a better knowledge of our time, of 
the present and future path to socialism together 
with its objective laws. 

The 27th Congress and the Plenums of the CPSU 
Central Committee in January and June 1987 gave: 
fFrominence to the renovation of theoretical thinking. 
The CPSU has made a serious criticism of the empir- 
icism in the previous theoretical studies, which ac- 
counted for the lag of theory behind the reality of 
life. The CPSU considers theoretical backwardness 
the deep cause of all the difficulties, stagnation, and 
other phenomena alien to socialism in the Soviet 
Union’s economy end society in the past. Today, the 
Soviet Union is confronted ty a task of paremount 
importance: leading Soviet society to a stage of new 
qualitative development. The great dimension and 
the complexity of the task require a new and pro- 
found assessment of the whole system of philosophy,,. 
socialist political economics and scientific communism. 
The most imrortant foint is to epply dialectics whose. 
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nucleus, as pointed out by Lenin, is “the unity of 
contradictions”, in order to analyse the new and 
main tendencies in the movement and evolution of 
our epoch and of Soviet society. When analysing 
these tendencies, it is necessary to be aware that 
inner contradictions are the origins and motive force 
of the development and movement of those tenden- 
cies, even in socialist society. 

On the basis of this new analysis, effective mea-- 
sures and forms for implementing the new tasks 
can be found. Creativity is necessary to diversify 
and concretize the principles and viewpoints of 
Marxism-Leninism, so that theory does not consist 
of only explanations of accepted concepts, or is form=- 
ed on the basis of existing models, but is a reliable 
source of answers to the realities of life, always holds 
an advanced position to guide and promote sociak 
development. 

The most outstanding achievement of the Soviet 
Union in the renovation of theoretical thinking is ta 
have formulated new theoretical viewpoints on the 
turning-point character of the present historical stage 
in the world and in Soviet society; on the dialectics. 
of our time with its tendencies and contradictions; 
on the motive forces of social progress; on the ac- 
celeration of econcmic development in Soviet society 
as a characteristic of the objective law of motion of 
socialism; and on the dialectics of the period of 
transition to communism. All of them are the an- 
swers to the challenges of our time, to the crucial 
problems of Soviet society ard of the socialist com- 
munity as a whole. 
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New thinking end new judgement of values are 
fully expressed in the re-essessment end critical 
enalycis of dcmestic situaticns. That analysis has a 
gocd kacis, reflects the truth squarely and openly, 
without cistortion, concealment or exagseration. 
Renovation also menifests itself in the theory on the 
acceleration strategy, in the objectives end tasks 
aiming at bringing into full pley the excellence of 
socialicm, in determining the priority tasks in politics, 
economy, scciety, spiritual and moral life. Among 
those renewed values, priority is given to man. The 
allround end harmonious development of men is the 
number-one objective. This is the most fundamental 
charecteristie of progress in socialist society. 


The restructuring initiated by the 27th CPSU 
Congress not only constitutes the decisive factor for 
the qualitative develcpment of the Soviet economy, 
but elso hes a profound epoch-making significance. 
The restructuring undertaken in the Soviet Unicn 
ds an allround and thorough-goinjz revolution. With 
the cepth of reality in all spheres, the experience 
drawn frcm the renovation in the Soviet Union will 
certainly have, to varying degrees, a theoretical and 
prectical impact on cocialiim the world over. In 
view of its cheracter end scale, the restructuring in 
the Soviet Union is in fact quite a new cause, with 
a great influence on the grocess of the world revolu- 
tion. The revoluticnary charecter of the programme 
of ecceleraticn fcr a new qualitative cevelopment of 
sceiety will bear upcn the wor!d situation and the 
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settlement of the major ¢oritradictions of our time. 
This will inevitably affect the situation in each 
country. _. ‘ z 


The renovation of thinking of the CPSU finds tts 
deepest expression in the diversification of Lenin's 
viewpoints in our time, its essential problems, the 
interrelation and the cause-and-effect trelations 
among the component elements of the essence of our 
time. This serves as the basis for the law-governed 
evolution of various forces. The CPSU has made a 
completely new analysis according to the class stand 
and’ to a science based approach of’ various kinds of 
contradictions in the world; and has put forward 
measures to solve those contradictions. It has alsa 
dealt with the historic role of socialism, its achieve- 
ments, its supremacy end its prospects, international 
relations and the real rossibility to prevent the 
danger of nuclear war which is directedly Vi ge 
pee mankind. ; 


. This can be explained by the fact that the world 
has now entered into a new stage. The qualitative 
leap in the stormy development of science and 
technology and of the productive forces has given 
man tremendous power in either -uilding or exter- 
minating society. The CPSU is the first to expose 
that bitter truth. Moreover, on the political plane, 
the world is now complicated, diversified, dynamic, 
and full of opposite tendencies and contradictions. 
Cn the whole it is a world of complexities for us 
to choose. j ” 
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‘The above features of the world situation compel 
man to have q new outlook on them. This is also the 
first time in history that Lenin’s party proposed a 
new approach to the problems of war and peace. 
This political thinking on the external plane has its 
practical and theoretical foundations and bases itself 
on the aspiration of billions of people, therefore it. 
is the most popular programme, winning worldwide 
sympathy. The Soviet Union and socialism have 
enjoyed growing prestige, and have been upholding 
the banner of peace. 


Highly inspired by the 27th CFSU Congress and the 
restructuring in the Soviet Union, the 6th CPV 
Congress has brought into play the sense of reno- 
vation, applied the critical spirit of the Marxist tenet 
in order to squarely face the truth, correctly assess 
the truth and speak out the truth. It has also made 
a deep analysis of the country’s overall situation, 
summed up the experience of success and failure 
into great lessons, determined the strategic task of 
the period of transition and the tasks and objectives 
for the remaining years of the initial stage of this 
period, : 


The above-mentioned decisions manifested our 
Party’s firm determination to undertake a compre- 
hensive renovation in all spheres of society, in an 
effort to create a new turning-point and improve the 
situation for the country to -advance steadily to 
Socialism, and overcoming all hardships and 
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difficulties. This will for® renovation meets the 
pressing demands of the revolutionary reality 
in Vietnam, is in accordance with the trend 
of rapid and vigorous changes of our time, 
marks an important turning-point of the Vietnamese 
tevolution, and opens new vistas for our country. 


, Experience of the CPSU hes shown that renovation 
in thinking and society will result first of all from 
the renovation of theoretical thinking. 


Any renovation in social life must be prepared 
theoretically. The more careful the preparations are; 
the more successful the renovation will be. Whild 
basing ourselves on the perception of reality in out 
country’s specific historic background, our renovatiori 
consists in finding solutions suited to the level of 
development in Vietnam, to the trend of develop- 
ment in the world, in other words, solutions 
suited to the Vietnamese reality in its present stage 
of development. Vietnam which is a country develop- 
ing from smail-scale production and -ypassing the 
stage of capitalist development, has quite a specifie 
and vivid reality. In face of this reality, we must 
carry out renovation in theoretical thinking, and 
base ourselves on the general features of reality, 
and on principled viewpoints to work out appropriate 
policies and solutions. Through experiments and 
widespread erplications, theoretical thinking will 
be institutionalized and take shape in social life, and 
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will become a routine activity of the ‘masses. This 
is a law-governed process which all major decisions 
of our Party and State must abide by. 


, The 6th CPV Congress has had a deeper assessment 
of our socio-economic characteristics, and has pointed 
out the difficulties and hardships and the duration 
of the period of transiticn in Vietnam. Its most 
striking feature is that it has advanced from a small- 
scale production system, bypassing the stage of 
capitalist development. This production, moreover, 
has been unbalanced and worn out in many spheres 
as a result of three decades of war. The congress 
has also. made it clear that ours is an economy with 
several sectors. Those characteristics have a decisive 
effect on the tasks, content and form of the socialist 
revolution -in Vietnam. Our errors due to wishful 
thinking or hastiness result chiefly from our under- 
rating and superficial study of those characteristics, 


, Abiding by Lenin’s theses, it is imperative for our 
country’s period of transition to go through various 
stages, each with its specific historic tasks. The 
principal task of the initial stage we are going 
through is to stabilize in the main the socio-economic 
situation and create the necessary foundations for 
large-scale industrialization in the next stage. 


The period of transition in Vietnam lies within 
the fremework of the period of transition to socialism 
from cepitalism cn a world scale, beginning with 
the October Revolution. Therefore, the two most 
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important factors of our time have been exerting a 
direct and fer-reechirg effect on our transitional 
period. First of all, it is the unprecedented growth 
of the socialist forces in the world, with 
the Soviet Union and the socialist community as 
their core, which cecide the evolution: of human 
aociety. Second, the developinent by leaps and bounds 
of the scientific-technological -revolution since the 
mid-70s has been speecing up the economic develop= 
ment of all countries. As the economic and techno- 
logical relations emong countries have constantly, 
widened, the development of each country depends, 
to a great extent, on its own role in international 
relations. 


' Those factors have a deep impact on our country’s 
lines of internal and external policies, economy and 
politics, for “only on the basis of the knowledge of 
the main characteristics of an epoch can we figure 


out the specific characteristics of this or that 
country.” ! 


On the economic plane, the CPV said eriphatieally 
that the renovation in thinking should be directed 
at defining proper social and economic policies with 
a view to promoting the initiative and creative spirit 
of the working people, releasing productive capabi- 
lities, turning to full account the country’s potential- 
{ties, widening the relations of international economic 


1. V.I. Lenin, Selected Works (in Vietnamese), Progress 
Publishing House, Moscow, 1980, Vol. 26, p. 174. 
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cooperation, first of all with the Soviet Union and 
the socialist community, thus toosting production 
and stabilizing social life. 


Together with streamlining the economic structure 
along the line of focusing on the three major 
economic programmes, we must renew the economic 
management, do away with bureaucratic centralism 
end State subsidies, which hold back our develop- 
ment. The new structure should work on the prin- 
ciple of socialist cost accounting and business trans- 
actions, with planning as the core, end on the 
principle of democratic centralism. While concen- 
trating on planning, it should attach importance to 
the use of the commcdity-money relations. These 
two factors are not opposite but organically bound to 
each other, being each other’s premise and means 
of operation. 


With regard to the leedership of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam, the 6th Congress laid emphatically 
that the far-reaching sphere and the complexity 
of the comprehensive socio-economic renovation in 
Vietnam require the strengthening of the Party’s 
leading capability and militant capacity. Therefore, 
{t is necessary to define in a scientific and concrete 
way, and institutionalize the Party’s leading role 
as a party in power in its relationship with the 
State, other organizations and the masses, in all 
fields of economy, politics, law, culture and society. 
We should perfect the system of democratic central- 
ism, put into practice democratizaticn, criticism and 
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self-criticism in the Party, building up the work 
style and qualities of members of the party in power 
in Vietnam 


An urgent requirement of the renovation at 
present is to renovate the organizing and personnel 
work. “Cadres decide everything.” This watchword 
appeared for the first time in the Soviet Union and 
has been of great significance to our leading work. 
Renewal of organizing end personnel work is the 
kingpin in our nationwide revolutionary renovation. 


Realities show that the organizational and rer- 
sonnel work is very complex and difficult. This is 
a science, the most complex science whose subject 
is man. However, we will not be powerless. We 
cannot fulfil this task unless we attach importance 
to the agitation work among the masses, democra- 
tization and openness in the personnel work. It is 
necessary to change the view from which cadres 
are evaluated. The foremost quality of cadres at 
present is the working efficiency which is obtained 
on the basis of the new thinking and work style 
suited to the general requirement of renovation. The 
most pressing work which is also the weakest point 
in our personnel work today is the planning of the 
training and fostering of State employees, including 
leeding and managerial cadres at all levels and in 
all trenches, specialists end professional cadres in 
all fields. It should be affirmed that we have a large 
contingent of cadres who have matured through two 
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wars: of resistence and in the socialist construction.. 
The most importent thing now is to have rational, 
plans and rules for selection of cadres. , ; 


» One of the major -undertakings manifesting our 
Party’s will for renovation is the big movement 
starting from late 1987 aiming at purifying the Party’ 
and increasing its militent capacity; purifying the 
State end raising the efficecy of State menagement ; 
curbing end coing awey with negative effects; mak- 
ing social relations healthy, and achieving sociak 
justice. In the form of “Things Which Must Be Done 
Immediately” the overt struggle against negative 
effects end for social justice over the past several 
months has brought beck confidence and hope to 
tens of millions of people, cpening up fine rrospects 
and providing favourable conditions for the carrying 
cut of the above-mentioned movement. 


. The full consensus between the CPV and the CPSU 
on the key questions of internal and international 
policies, which was expressed during the visit to the 
Soviet Union by the CPV’s high-ranking delegation 
from 17 to 22 May 1987, the successful and great 
results recorded in the joint statement and the new 
agreements, mark a new qualitative development 
of great importance in the allround cooperation 
between Vietnam and the Soviet Union. 


The new stage of the Vietnam-Sovict cooperaticn, 
first of all in economic relations, meets the require- 
ment of restructuring and renovation set forth by the 
27th CPSU Congress and the 6th CPV Congress, 
and is in line with the renovation trend of our epoch. 


is 


The CPSU’s leadership,’ headed by .Comrade 
Mikhail Gorbachev, expressed its confidence that 
the 6th CPV Congress will open up a completely 
new vista and bring about a new and allround 
development to the country. The CPSU not only 
appreciated and fully supported the realistic and 
correct line for renovation laid down by the 6th 
CPV Congress. but also expressed its determination 
to contribute to its successful implementation. 


The new development in the Vietnam-Soviet 
cooperation mani‘ests the CPV’s viewpoint that the 
Soviet Union’s cooperation and assistanee are the 
core of the external economic strategy of Vietnam, 
and an important factor in building socialism and 
defending the Vietnamese homeland. 


Tt should be stressed that to carry out those 
important changes, the Vietnamese people and cadres 
have to make tremendous efforts in organizing their 
materialization. The spirit of mutually beneficial 
cooperation and the principle of socialist cost 
accounting and business transactions are aimed at 
binding the responsibilities and interests of the two 
sides. It is therefore imperative to get rid of the 
tendency to passive reliance and dependence which 
is still rampant among quite a few cadres and 
people. We should severely criticize and quickly 
change the irresponsible and wanton attitude in 
carrying out commitments, and in the wasteful and 
inefficient use of materials, equipment, machines 
and projects supplied as aid by the Soviet Union. 
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We should hurry up with the study and reconstruc- 
tion of the mechanisms of cooperation in the new 
spirit. 

The CPV and the CPSU have fully shared their 
views on the Asian-Pacific region and are resolved 
to turn it into a region of peace, stability, good 
neighbourliness, mutual confidence and understand- 


ing according to the principles of peaceful co- 
existence. 


Vietnam is a country lying on the Pacific coast. 
Whatever happens in the region has also a direct 
impact on her life. The Vietnamese share with other 
peoples in the region the deep anxiety about and 
anger for the US imperialists and pro-US reactionary 
forces in face of their schemes and actions aimed 
to deprive this large and populous region of peace 
and stability. 


The United States’ reactionary political thinking 
aimed at bringing the world under its sway through 
the policies of using violence and arms race in its 
losing posture is the core of its strategy toward 
Asia and the Pacific. It is in fact the strategy of 
gathering old and new pro-US forces in the region, 
in order to carry out its plans of expansion and 
aggression. 


However together with the new qualitative develop- 
ment of the post-Vietnam situation in the world, 
together with the ever-growing might of socialism 


138 


and the peace forces, there have appeared since the 
mid-70s, in Asia and the Pacific the possibility and 
premises for building a system of security and co- 
operation for the whole region. 


In this context, the CPV deems it necessary to 
mobilize all forces of independence, democracy and 
social progress into a deep and broad movement 
of struggling for peace, security, development and 
cooperation in Asia and the Pacific, so as to reach 
a comprehensive solution. It includes supporting 
the people’s movements and the policies of non- 
nuclear countries, settling conflicts by political 
means, respecting the right to self-determination 
of nations, establishing a region of good neighbour- 
liness and peaceful co-existence, and turning Asia 
and the Pacific into a region of peace and stability. 


The Soviet Union and the Asian socialist countries 
such as Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea, Mongolia, the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Korea, have put forward 
peace initiatives aimed to help solve regional 
problems. Many countries in the South Pacific 
region have put forward the initiative of making 
this part of the world a nuclear-free region. Espe- 
cially, the comprehensive plan for peace in Asia 
and the Pacific put forward by Comrade Mikhail 
Gorbachev at Vladivostok, the Indian-Soviet joint 
communiaué in New Dehli on the principles of 
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building a nuclear-free world, the joint commu- 
niqués reached in July 1987 by the communist and 
workers’ parties in Asia and the Pacific aimed at 
turning it into a nuclear-free and peaceiul region, 
and the Soviet Union’s recent statement expressing 
its readiness to remove all its medium-range missiles, 
including those in its Asian territories on condition 
that the US will do the same, all that has had world- 
wide repercussions and has been warmly welcomed 
and supported everywhere. 

We are looking forward to an early and reasonable 
political settlement to the Kampuchea issue on the 
basis of ensuring lasting peace, independence and 
sovereignty of Kampuchea and preparing the revo- 
lutionary gains of the Kampuchean people. This is 
an important factor helping to restore peace and 
stability in Indochina, Southeast Asia and the 
Pacific. 

Vietnam, like the Soviet Union, persists in its 
undertaking to normalize relations with the People’s 
Republic of China, considering this a prerequisite 
for bringing stability to the region. 


The October Revolution — restructuring in the So- 
viet Union — renovation in Vietnam. This is qa cause- 
and-effect relationship as well as an objective process 
of continuation. expressing the same fundamental 
aim for the people’s happiness, for socialism and 
lasting peace on _ earth. 
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The 70th anniversary of the October Revolution 
is the biggest festival of progressive mankind in this 
decade. “When drinking water from a stream, think 
of its source.” This saying will be recalled generation 
after generation in order to exact the great contri- 
bution of ‘the October Revolution and the Soviet 
Unicon to the Vietnamese revolution and the Viet- 
namese people 
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FOR PEACE AND PROGRESS 
ON OUB PLANET' 


Esteemed Comrade General Secretary Mikhail 
Gorbachev, 


Esteemed leaders of parties, countries and pro- 
gressive and peace organizations, 


We fully agree with Comrade Mikhail Gorba- 
-chev’s analysis of the world trend of development 
and the way to settle the urgent problems cun- 
fronting mankind. The 20th century has gone through 
two world wars. Over the past 40 years, all nations 
have been constantly facing the danger of nuciear 
-war of extermination, but at present there is a prac- 
tical possibility for struggling to eliminate nuclear 
weapons and preserve world peace. 


We fully support all efforts to establish a com- 
prehensive system of security in the world as pro- 
posed by the Soviet Union. A comprehensive global 


1. Speech delivered at the meeting of the representatives 
of 178 parties, movements and organizations in the world, 
on the 70th anniversary of the Russian October Revolution, 
Moes-ow, 4-5 November 1987. 
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security system must go together with the establish- 
ment of a new world economic order. Together with 
the system of security and cooperation in Europe, 
the establishment of such a system in Asia and the 
Pacific has a very important significance to the 
allround system of security in the world. Asia and 
the Pacific are the world’s largest and most densely 
populated region, it was oppressed by colonialism 
and imperialism for centuries and was the first 
target of the US atomic bomb attack. Over the past 
40 years, the longest local wars continually took 
place in Asia where the biggest amount of bombs 
in the world was used, and the biggest of them 
was the one conducted by the US in Vietnam. The 
struggle of the Asian peoples over the past £9 years 
has brought about great changes in favour of peace, 
national independence and socialism. Defeated in 
the local wars and in the setting up of the Baghdad 
and SEATO military blocs, the imperialist forces 
have deployed a new strategy in the Asian-Pacific 
region, gathering reactionary forces to oppose the 
forces of socialism, national independence, democracy 
and peace, maintaining tension in an attempt to 
defend their interests in this region. This struggle 
will become very grim and complicated. However, 
after 40 years of ruthless struggle, there appezrs 
the possibility of rallying the largest forces in the 
Asian-Pacific region and building a system of se- 
curity and cooperation for the whole region. Since 
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the 70s the Soviet Union, together with peace and 
revolutionary forces in Asia, has speeded up the 
struggle against the collusion between the imperialist; 
and reactionary forces in this region. The victory; 
of the revolutions in Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea 
and the US defeat in Indochina have created a new, 
situation in Southeast Asia. After 40 years of pro-, 
tracted local wars, all the nations in Asia and the 
Pacific have an urgent demand for peace to develop 
their economies. The general trend toward peaceful 
co-existence among countries and the trend of neace- 
ful settlement of regional conflicts have become 
stronger than the trend of confrontation and tension 


The well-known declaration by Comrade Mikhail 
Gorbachev in Vladivostok has been warmly wel- 
comed by the nations in Asia and the Pacific. A 
lasting peace in Asia and the Pacific can only be 
achieved with the concerted efforts of all peoples. 
and nations. Vietnam highly appreciates and fully 
supports the New Delhi Statement on a nuclear-. 
free world, and non-use of violence in internationak 
relations. We support the constructive peace initia- 
tives of the People’s Republic of Mongolia, the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Korea, 1nd the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, and hail the 
establishment of a nuclear-free region in the South 
Pacific and Southeast Asia as well as the great 
efforts made by the Republic of India and hy Inv 
donesia aimed at speeding up the dialogues for 
Peace in the region. Vietnam fully supports the 
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tireless activities of fraternal and progressive par- 
ties, peace-loving forces, mass organizations and 
movements which have gathered into the broadest 
front for peace, security, Cevelopment and coopera- 
tion in the region. All the above-mentioned activities, 
together with the efforts made by the forces of 
(peace and progress in Europe and the rest of the 
world constitute the decisive factor for establishing 
an allround system of peace and security ia the 
world. 


Over the past 40 years, Vietnam, Laos and Kam- 
puchea have gone through three wars, the biggest 
one being the anti-US war. After the US defeat 
in Vietnam, the pecples in the three Indochinese 
countries should have been able to enjoy peace and 
the Southeast Asian countries should have been able 
to co-exist in peace. But once more, the peoples in 
the Southeast Asian countries have to face the policy 
of interference, imposition and threat of the impe- 
rialist and reactionary forces. Through grim struggle, 
the tireless efforts of the three Indochinese countries, 
the Soviet Union and peace forces are creating me 
possibility of breaking the deadlock which has lasted 
for eight years now, opening up a process of neyo- 
tiation to settle the Kampuchea problem and that 
of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 


*’ Combining actions with other countries and peoples 
in the struggle for peace and development in the 
Asian-Pecific region in particular and in the world 
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in general Vietnam, together with Laos and Kam- 
puchea, has ceaselessly striven for an early peace/ul 
settlement to the Kampuchea problem on the basis 
of ensuring the independence and sovereignty of 
Kampuchea, ensuring peace and stability in South- 
east Asia and the Asian-Pacific region. We fully 
sympathize with and support the policy of national. 
concord proclaimed on 27 August 1987 and the five- 
point statement on 8 October 1987 by the People’s 
Republic of Kampuchea on a peaceful settlement 
of the conflict there. 


+ The improvement of Soviet-Chinese relations is a 
step toward reducing tension in the Asian-Pacifie 
region. In the long-term interests of Vietnam and. 
China, for the sake of peace, national independence 
and socialism in the Asian-Pacific region and in 
the. world, Vietnam wishes to normalize relations 
with the People’s Republic of China. 


We express our solidarity with and strong support 
for the struggles of the peace and progressive forces 
in other regions, for the struggles of the peopies 
of Nicaragua, El Salvador, Panama and Chie, of 
the peoples of Angola, Mozambique, Namibia, Suuih 
Africa, and of the peoples in the Middle Hast and 
the Persian Gulf, for peace, against imperialism, 
Zionism and apartheid. 


* On this occasion, we wich to express our heart-felt 
thanks for the strong support and great and noble 
assistance given’ by the Communist Party of the 
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Soviet Union and other fraternal parties and the 
peace and progressive forces in the world to the 
Vietnamese people’s struggle and national construc- 
tion. 


We firmly believe that this meeting of great 
historic significance will be a new motive force for 
speeding up the struggle for our common ideuls, 
namely, peace and progress on our planet. 


Thank you. 
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